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A categorical inventory of a collection of books and manuscripts relating to literary forgery,
spanning some twenty-four centuries, which seeks also to define and describe the controversial
genre it represents. Individual entries offer specific commentary on the forgers and their work,
their exposers and their dupes, and a broad prefatory overview surveys the entire field in its
topical, historical, and national diversity. xvi+423 pages, 37 illustrations

Arthur Freeman is a rare book dealer and writer living in London. He is the author of Thomas
Kyd: Facts and Problems (1966), Elizabeth’s Misfits (1978), Anatomy of an Auction (1990), and
John Payne Collier: Scholarship and Forgery in the Nineteenth Century (2 vols, 2004; co-winner
of the 1LAB Bibliography Prize for 2000-04), the last two with his wife Janet Ing Freeman;
and some eighty critical and bibliographical articles, as well as seven volumes of verse and a
(pseudonymous) novel about sinister aspects of the rare book trade.
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