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PRESENTATION COPY

1 AINSWORTH, William Harrison The Combat of the Thirty. From a Breton Lay of
the fourteenth Century. With an Introduction, comprising a new Chapteé of Froissart
London: Chapman andéHalll 8 5 9 .

8va, pp.32 bound in library buckram preserving the original printed giespeglazadpers, a
little thumbed; a duplicate from Manchester Central Library with bookptatarapd.bliff50

First edition of the first English translations afcthestsinscribed to dames Crossley from

his old friend William Harrison Ainsworthd The two men had been friends since 1817 when
Crossley, a solicitor, was articled to Airisviadttbr and later became a partner in the firm. He was
president of the Chetham Society and a leading figure in the cultural life of Manchester. Ainsworth,
who left Manchester for a literary career in London, returned in 1865 to look up old friends, includin:
Crossley, and it was conceivably at that time that he presented the book.

In March 1351 the Breton War of Succession had reached a stalenreimesmenas tsuggested
between thirty knights and squires representing the French king and thirty representing Edward lll.
took place halfway between the French garrison at Josselin Castle and the English garrison at Ploé
Castle. After nine hourfsgbting the English were beaten. The episode had no effect on the course
of the war, but it became famous as a display of chivalry. The combatants were honoured for the r
their lives.

One of the scarcest of Ainsisartrks.

2 ALABASTER, Willimm. Roxana Trageedia[.] A plagiarii unguibus vindicate, aucta, &
adnita ab Auth@re Londini, Excudebat Gulielmus Jones. 1632.

8vo., pp. [16], 62, [2, errata], with the initial blank Al but wanting the additional-pageved title
(see be)pa vergood, clean copy, in contemporary limp vellum; ownershid/segiatdiito
title-page; manuscript biographical notes to front endpapers by William Thoisualegeueen
Oxford, datetl750 £1100

Second (but first authorised) edRiaxana loose adaptatiohaDaliday Luigi Groto, is thought

to have been first performed at Trinity College, Cambridge, in the 1580s or 90s, when Alabaster we
fellow there, but it was not published until 1632, when it appeared firstugitaegiand

anonymous edition, and then in this authorised edition. Typographical errors, and d&ors in Alabast
own original text, are corrected, numerous passages altered slightly for sense or scansion, and the
a few additions, totalling striees across the play.

Roxanavhich achieved the feauofing a bad play into a good one by recasting it in the mold of
Senecan tragedy, replacing@sfiaixid turgidity with neoclassical economy arii{[Dagancy

Sutton, online hypertextied)t has had perhaps the greatest reputation of any play from the entire
corpus of academic drama performed at Oxford and Cambridge in the sixteenth century. The quali
Roxad@Latin verse received particular approbation from Samaéif Jegpmeatuced any thing

worthy of notice before the elegies of Milton, it was perhafgsRdabéater

The Elizabethan poet and playwright William Alabadié4Q) 5% lavishly praised by Spenser in
Colin ClastCome Home fagdirs incomplete Latin epic in honour of Queen Eifiabed,it
precedeEBhe Faerie QuiEleuaehe is best known now for his English sonnet (@dlSa@ry and



Gardner, Oxford, 1959), which circulated only in manuscript. Heshasd tlwibleudistinction of
having been imprisoned for apostasy (he was converted by a Jesuit when he accompanied the Ear
Essex on his 1596 expedition to @adhaying a work put on the 16d€X Librorum Prohibitorum

William Thompson (171266, who has annotated this copy with extracts about Alabaster from
Athenae OxoniGmas&Colin Clqund th8iographica GaNiees a minor poet and a fellow of
Queefs College, Oxford. He seems to have had a particulaRioxargsA iatasteds

presentation copy to Selden (now at the Folger), was also owned by him.

ESTC calls for an additional engrayeabetidere there is no evidence of there ever having been
one, and the initial blank A1 (not mentioned in ESTC) is cletrlyitodjdgand with the same
watermark. There are at least two settings of the text, not adequatelydiiféenampsated all

have the engraving.

STC 250; Greg L11(b).

TRAGAEADIA

A p]agiarij unguibus vin-~
dicata, autta, & agnita
ab Authore

GvLIiELMOo ALABASTRO.

/ /.
20 ) 4T

LonpINTI, /.,
Excudebat Gulielmus Joes.
163 2.




DRAINING THE FENSHE | NHABI TANTSO0 CASE

3 ANTI-PROJECTOR (Thegr the History of the Fen Project. [Landi6562].

Small 4to., pp. 8, with a dnejad title, formerly folded into four (presumably for carrying in a
pocket) resulting in soiled creases on the first page and a small hole with loss ohaechple letters
side but no loss of sense. £1500

Sole edition, very scaBteand Bodley only in ESTC.

The Fens comprised thousands of acrgsngf lnarshland in the six counties of Northampton,

Norfolk, Suffolk, Lincoln, Cambridge and Huntingdorgasitndslandiike the Isle of Ely on

which settlements were established. The inhabitants relied on fishing, fowling, summer grazing, ar
the cutting of reeds for thatch. It was early realised, however, that if the Fens could be drained the
woud also sustain arable farming and the channels or dykes could be used for transport. By laws ¢
Henry VIl and 43 Elizabeth local projects for drainage could be @btmonsssidners of

Sewers and Judref the same County where the lam@bhjey the agreement of the local owners

and commoners. Local owners were allowed to give up some land to those who would agree to dr;
it, but this arrangement was much abused by larger landowners and powénelAmtestors.
projectownrittenfrom the point of view of the local inhabitants, attaillegtilasedertakéngo

were threatening their way of life.

In 1630 the Earl of Bedford and thirteen Adventurers offered to drain the Great Level in return for
95,000 acres of the newlynelddanddrhis was a fit season to Monapoliktany more of the

Kings Party turned undertakers, and gave bribes to the King, the Queen, and Lords of the Councel
Secretaries, Attourneys General, and Courtiers, and procured illegal Commissions, and mad
themselves Judges and HagtiesHeir own cause], and gave the peoples lands toéhemselves
Afterwards the King turned undertaker himself, and our oppressi@n.cdntinued

Following complaints that the Great Level was still prone todltetitigee05,000 acres should

not be awarded, the Earl of Bedford petitioned in 1645 for a new Act of Parliament which was pass
May 1649. The Asta formidable mortérenacts interested parties to be the commissioners; it
describes drydiaas wet, and wet land as dry; it exempts the Earl &f Bextfoeyd Abbey [salt]

pandvhen dry land, and such as is bettered by overflowing, musticdapiiuge people of

juries in their neighbourhood and makes them attend the coiminisglonesa the seventh day

after each ter@a, hundred miles from their htane8o spend their monies, and have no agrievance
redressed, sometimes no Committee agpeadihis is injustice and oppression established by law.

If it should be oligxt thafihe Earl of Bedf@draynes are the best Draynes, and have done the
workb we answethere is very little good done but by drayning the barren North, and drowning the
rich South for private eénds 6

Orhe undertakers have always viliftehfh@nd have-misrmed many Parliament men, that all

the Fens is a meer quagmaotglittle or no value: but those which live in tbe ens the

contrar§ We breednfinite number of serviceable horses, mares,éargteattstore of young

cattle, and we keep great dayeries, which afford great stores of butter and cheese t victual the Na
Scots and Irish cattle have been fatted oréthed-essp great flocks of sheep have great

stores of Osier, Reed, and $edgeastly, we kia many thousand Cottagers, which live on our

Fens, which otherwise must go a léegging

ESTC conjectures a date of [16467], perhaps based on the date of thé patltafrBiedfard
new Act (page 4 of the pamphlet); reading on to page,5t Isosleaenot only that the Act had



already been passed [May 1649], Goetbatdertakers have had two Adjudications which they
much boastiodnd these date from 1B5he first confirming that the North and Middle Levels had
been satisfactpdraine@ contrary to ocular demonsti@tihie second concerning the South Level
( tdousands of acres drained, which were neved gidvesedAdjudications allowed the
undertakers to claim their 95,000 &hespeople are put out of thes iaitidout hearing one
witness upon oath on their @art$

Wing A 3504.

CITY OF GOD

4 AUGUSTINESaint St. Augustine, of the Citie of God: with the learned Comments of
lo. Lod. Vives. Englished by J. H. [London,] Printed by George Eld. 1610.

Foliopp. [18], 921, [9]; a few spots and ink stains, some occasional undenirixcg \eithal a
copy in late seventeanttearly eighteertbntury panelled calf, rubbed, neatly rebacked preserving
most of the old spine; early ownership inscrgottbarassed through. £12,000

First edition in Englishof Augusti@&City of Gatanslated by the traveller and ger@leman

steward John Heal@ur earliest treatise on the philosophy ob kistdojtaire calleddtty of

Gods a cornerstone of Western thought, pervading the whole of the Middle Ages, and its influence
political thinking has been enormous, but it was not available to an English audience in the vernact
until Healdy translation.

Healeds rendering tife Latin is loose but competent, and his rhyming verse translations of the Latin
poetry quoted in text and commentary are quite éttrattivedertook the project at the

instigation of William Cragh@wford DINBather of the poet, who wouldrexése the text for

the second edition (1620). The apparatus is translated from that of Juan Luis Vives, who had dedic
the first edition of his commentary to Herdy®fhilys letter to Vives and \/e=ply are part of

the preliminary matterehe

Healey had travelled through Europe-#h ¥6@8e he embraced the Catholic Church before

returning to England as tutor to the children of the recusant Carnaby family in Northumberland. His
literary career may have begun with the contribptieiacdé &0 John Séiflue Relation of

Virgini§1608), but he was more definitely the author/tranBltipr iornay, Lord of Plessis, his

Teares for the Death of es@denBiscovery of a Nel@0®]|drom Joseph &allystopian

satireMundus alter et)idehich he rendered in an exuberantly colloquial style. The latter was
dedicated to the Earl of Pembroke through the influence of another great translator, John Florio. A
year later hismmagnum opu®f the Citie of, @@t also dieated to Pembroke.

The dedication, by Thomas Thorpe, speaks ofdraaldgtasmaginary, but now actuall Travailer,

then to mostonceited Viraginia [one of the ldvidadius alter et]jdew to almesbncealed

Virgini@ This has ofteedm mimterpreted to suggest that Healey had died during printing; he seems
in fact to have lived until around 1616, though his time in Virginia, if any, must have been so brief a
avoid record.
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5 [BECKFORD, William].Vathek, conte Arabe. A Paris, Chez Poincgot ... 1787.

8vo., pp. 190, [2, advertisements]; a fine, large copy,-edgesfargrimmed, in contemporary
marbled calf, marbégatipapers, spine decorated with small crosses, gilt (slightly rubbed), green
morocco label; gift inscription @3Becembet852 £3250

First Paris edition of Bec&aydthic masterpiece in the original French, so considerably revised from
the Lausaa edition (also 1787) as to amaaimtst a new versi@hapman & Hodgkin, p. 127).
Beckford also took the opportunity to expand the notes from offeuo pragasy

Beckford wro¥athek French in 1782, completing the first dtaeédays and two ni@ims

January, followingraluptuowxChristmas house party at Fonthill where the trappings of an Egyptian
Hall with iténfinitely varied apartm@ptsvided inspiration for the Halls of Eblis. By May the novel
was finished. Bec#fencouraged first his tutor John Lettice and then his friend the Rev. Samuel
Henley to prepare a version in English, but expressly forbade publication before the French text
appeared. Henley nonetheless sent his translation to the press,eadedharlii@pit was

obvious that he had compounded his disobedience by ingilyakpthtanslated from an Arabic
source, with no mention of the author.

Beckford, who was in Lausanne, was furidataligted as best he 6duddtily pulshing the

French origindlom a manuscript which he must have had with him, in a slightly earlier state than the
translated by Her@@oger Lonsdale, citing the textual studies of Professor André Parreaux, who
disproved the old theory that the Laeshiion was retranslated from the English). The Lausanne
printing reflects his immediate anger; the Paris edition provides a more considered text.

Despite continuing close attentiviashiek French, Beckford produced no English version himself,
athough he finally consented to make some corrections to the third edddraostatioley All

the editions whthek which Beckford was directly involved are textually important, and the two first
in French are very uncomir@xtrémement e®0d wrote Beckford in the revised French edition of
1815.

Chapman & Hodgkin 3(B)(ii); Robert J. GetAmatinotated Checklist of the Works of William
Beckford PBSA, LXI (1967), 245; Vathek, ed. Roger Lonsdale (Oxford English Novels, 1970).

See futspiece illustration

BENTLEY ON PHALARIS:
THE CLASSIC EXPOSURE A LITERARY FORGER

6 BENTLEY, RichardA Dissertation upon the Epistles of Phalaris, Themistocles,
Socrates, Euripides, and Others; and the Fables of Aesop. London, Printed by J. Leake, fo
PeterBudk 169 7.

8vo., pp. 152, a few leaves near the end slightly browned, but a veryngaamotgyporary
polished calf, neatly rebacked. £750

First edition, the separate issue, of what is arguably the greatest and most familiar exposure of a lit
forgery, demolishing the attribution of celé@mateditexts on linguistic and hisdbgrounds.



@Richard Bentley (14622) was and remains the greatest of English classical scholars. His reputatic
was made by Dissertation on Ph#terisnal crushing blow in the Battle of th@Haddiegan as
an academic squabble drestalated into a long and bitter controversy (PMM 178).

Bentley prepared his impeccably learned but highDissadalnthe request of his friend

William Wotton who in 1694 had attempted to refute Sir Williad® thesipléhin Essagon

Ancient and Modern Lehatitiggancien&excelled thinoderr@n nearly all branches of learning

and literary performance. Unfortunately Sir William had &pstedtihalaris and Badolaxf

Aesop as two of his leading caséigy Bld Wotton at the time that éheser@works were far

more recent than Temple realized, and-if) p68g8aring a second editionRétestions upon an
EssaWotton asked him to supply the evidence.@Bmdhaingly effortless mnoefrged

unchallengeably victorious, and remains a model of historical and philological demonstration. Phal
for example, was the tyrant of Acragas in Sicily in the mid sixth centugypBtiegatinigten

in Attic, not Sicilian Doric Grexkl several towns mentioned were founded long after his time.

TheDissertatiappeared in two forms in 1697, separately, as here, and appended to the second editi
of WottosReflectionEhe titlgpage and printed text of both issues are ittemagalbe that the
separate issue was called for to accommodate purchasers of thdrffbt ctifidi9 4j.

Following the inevitable replies from Teaxiierents, Bentley revised and massively extended his
treatment of Phalaris in 163%éteserved his arguments about tidgencikbdiepistles for a

second volume which never appeared. Hence the 1697 edition is valuable not only as the first
appearance of Bei®lagatment of Phalaris, it also preserves his exposures ainhereenially
classical forgeries of Themistocles, Socrates, Euripides, and Aesop.

Wing B 1928 (and as appenékedi¢ations3659).

FI'ELD6S FOLI O BI BLE
WITH HOLLAR PLATES

7 [BIBLE.] The Holy Bible containing the Bookes of the Old and New Testament.
Cambridgé Printed by John Field Printer to the Universitie. And illtstrated w
Chorographical Sculps by J[ohn]. Ogilby52660][

Folio, 2 vols in one; pp. [16], 1103, 258, [2 blank], [2], 338, with an engraved title page by Pierre
Lombart afteri@enbeck showing Solomon enthroned, a fpaipg énigraving of the royal arms
by Hollar (Pennington 2422), a dpagéeengraving of Adam and Eve in the Garden by Lombart; and
six [of ideally seven] plates by Hollar: foupdgehltustratiorsioe Temple of Solomon
(Pennington 1131, 1134, 1135 and 1136), gagelap of Palestine (Pennington 692) and a very
large folding panorama of Jerusalem (Pennington 1130); wanting the separate title page for vol. Il (
would have to be an insextddak there is no break in the register, so was perhaps it was only used
when the work was bound in two volumes); sepgqage fileNew Testament dated 1659;
woodcut initials, headd taipieces; marginal tape repairs to a few leaves te< Gbeg)asf
Solomon and Amos, else an excellent copy, though bound without the 1660 Prayer Book in late
eighteentlor early nineteerténtury dasklue straigigirain morocco, gilt, neatly rebacked;
engraved silver corner pieces and clasps, Loadcks) heké markdVCO all edges gilt.

£13,500






