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A is for Aquila

1.  [ABC.]  Piccolo alfabeto di storia naturale pei fanciulli.  
Turin, Alessandro Fontana, 1839.

12mo, pp. 36; engraved illustrations throughout; a little light foxing, a 
few small marks, some wear to upper outer corners; a good copy in 
marbled paper wrappers, edges blue.                                              £575

A seemingly unrecorded edition of an illustrated Italian alphabet 
book for children, with animals assigned to each letter from across 
the globe.

The publisher introduces the work as follows: ‘The figures with which 
it is adorned, and the few accompanying notes, will be an easy way 
to capture [children’s] attention and arouse their curiosity.  The 
perspicacity of teachers and attentive parents will supply what is 
lacking’ (trans.).

The text begins with a table of upper- and lowercase letters in roman, 
italic, gothic, and ‘English’ type, followed by tables of syllables.  The 
illustrated alphabet comes next, running from A for ‘Aquila’ to Z for 
‘Zebu’.  The entry for ‘Cane’, for example, begins: ‘an animal of the 
utmost importance to mankind, and perhaps one of the first to become 
his companion ...  Its love for its master, its loyalty, its constancy, 
and its intelligence are unparalleled among other quadrupeds.’  Other 
notable entries include ‘Jabiru’, ‘Kanguro’, ‘Xandaru’, ‘and Yapock’.

On the final two pages can be found a handful of moral maxims 
e.g. ‘without goodness and courage, knowledge is merely an empty 
adornment’.

No copies on OCLC, OPAC SBN, or Library Hub, which record only a 
scarce 1840 edition.





Educational Aesop

2.  AESOP; Daniel HEINSIUS, editor.  Fabulae 
Aesopi Graeci et Latine, nunc denuo selectae: eae 
item quas Avienus carmine expressit.  Accedit 
Ranarum et Murium Pugna, Homeri olim asscripta.  
Leiden, Jan Maire, 1632.

8vo, pp. 158, [2]; woodcut printer’s device of a digging man to 
title-page, woodcut initials, 47 woodcut illustrations, many with 
the monogram of Christoffel van Sichem, text in parallel Greek 
and Latin; a very good copy; bound in modern red calf with panels 
of speckled orange paper on sides and a decorative pen and ink 
version of van Sichem’s monogram to upper cover, in a modern 
drop-backed folding box; eighteenth-century signature ‘Hare’ 
to title, engraved armorial Mountstuart bookplate (retained from 
previous binding) to inside front cover.                                    £550

A bilingual edition of Aesop with fine illustrations by Christoffel 
van Sichem, the second Heinsius edition (first 1626) devised 
for Dutch schoolchildren, in a binding by Eric Sweet.

Aesop was made required reading in Dutch schools by the 
Hollandsche Schoolordre of 1625, and a suitable version was 
produced in 1626 by the poet and classicist Daniel Heinsius 
(1580–1655), whose own short Greek poem about the 
Batrachomyomachia, the battle of mice and frogs ascribed to 
Homer, appears on the final page. The fables of Avianus are 
printed entirely in Latin, while those of Aesop appear in Greek and 
Latin in parallel columns.

The woodcut illustrations were made by Christoffel van Sichem 
the younger (1581–1658) for the 1626 edition, though only sixteen 
of them contain his monogram.  Later editions used the same 
blocks which were replaced over time through wear and tear.



Binding:

The career of Eric Sweet (1929–2024) encompassed almost every 
aspect of the book arts.  Born into a family of printers, he was 
educated at Brighton College of Art where he earned certificates and 
diplomas in lettering and bookbinding and undertook commissions in 
calligraphy, binding, and lettering in stone.  After his National Service 
he returned to Brighton for his Art Teacher’s Certificate, before 
working at various times as a teacher and as a typographer in the 
advertising industry.  In 1964 he took up a position at the Birmingham 
School of Printing where he remained until 1992, serving as Principal 
from 1982.

He was also a book collector, with his collection of fable books 
exhibited at Birmingham Central Library in 1988, and his forays into 
publishing include the design of the Gregynog Gwendolin: Seventy-
five Years on (2010) and the illustrations for Corderoy’s Bookbinding 
for Beginners (1967).

This is one of three variants of the 1632 second edition, as recorded 
by STCN.  We have found just one copy of any of the 1632 printings 
in the US (Illinois), and three in the UK (British Library, Bodleian, 
and Cambridge University Library).  

STCN 114250634; USTC 1015909; Landwehr, Emblem and fable 
books printed in the Low Countries F015.



Odes in Edinburgh

3.  ANACREON; SAPPHO; ALCAEUS.  ‘Αι του Ανακρεοντος 
ωδαι, και τα της Σαπφους, και τα του Αλκαιου λειψανα.  
Edinburgh, University Press, sold by Bell and Bradfute, 1821.

12mo, pp. 106, [2 (advertisements)], [4 (blank)]; text in Greek with Latin 
notes and translation at foot of each page; a few light marks and creases; 
a very good copy in contemporary sheep; rebacked in pale calf, extremities 
slightly rubbed.                                                                                            £150

Rare Edinburgh school edition of the lyric poems of Anacreon, Sappho, 
and Alcaeus.

The poetical trio of Anacreon (6th century BC), Sappho (c. 630–c. 570 BC), 
and Alcaeus of Mytilene (c. 625–c. 580 BC) were all considered to be model 
writers of lyric poetry, from the time of Horace onwards.  Alcaeus was a 
contemporary of Sappho, also from the isle of Lesbos; according to one 
source, she rebuffed his sexual advances.

The Edinburgh publishers Bell and Bradfute (formed in 1789) expanded into 
one of the most substantial producers of legal, academic and educational 
texts, as well as fiction.  They issued many classical texts in this pocket 
duodecimo format, including earlier printings of these poems in 1808 
and 1814, all of which are reprints of the various eighteenth-century 
Foulis editions.  The advertisement at the end lists twenty classical and 
mathematical works published by Bell and Bradfute, and notes that the firm 
sells ‘all the books used at the different universities and schools in Scotland’.

Rare: Library Hub records just one copy, in the National Library of 
Scotland, and OCLC adds a copy at Queen’s University, Ontario.



Jesuit Aristotle

4.  [ARISTOTLE.]  ‘P[hiloso]phia na[tur]alis seu Phisica; 
In duos Ar[istote]lis libros de generatione et corruptione; 
Commentarius in 4 libros Ar[istote]lis de coelo; In tres libros 
Aristotelis de anima’.  [Douai, c. 1702].

[bound after:]
[COLLÈGE D’ANCHIN.]  Sodales philosophi collegii 
Aquicinctini.  Douai, [s.n.], 1702.

[and interleaved with:]
[ARISTOTLE.] Aristotelis liber primus [–octavus] 
Physicorum; Aristotelis libri duo de ortu et interitu seu de 
generatione et corruptione.  [Douai?, s.n., s.a.].

Three works in one vol., 4to (c.  220 x 180 mm); Philosophia: manuscript 
on paper, in Latin, ff. [379] (a few leaves evidently excised); neatly written 
in brown ink in a single hand, up to 45 lines per page, the name ‘Meurant’ 
appearing below a tailpiece at the end of Physics book IV, 21 small cut-out 
engraved diagrams pasted in-text or loose in parts of De Coelo; interleaved 
with individual leaves of the printed Aristotle (pp. [16]) bound in at the relevant 
section; bound after Sodales: pp. 7, [1 (blank)], woodcut Jesuit device to title; 
some worming to lower margins of first quarter of volume, a few light marks; 
very good in contemporary vellum over boards, spine in compartments, very 
faint blind lettering to one (Physica?); short split to head of front joint, some 
wear to tailcap, corners and edges, small abrasions and marks to covers, 
rear endpaper torn.                                                                                    £1450

An interesting hybrid volume, combining manuscript notes of lectures on 
Aristotle given at the Jesuit Collège d’Anchin in Douai, northern France, at 
the opening of the eighteenth century, with a printed list of the College’s 
students in 1702, interleaved with printed summaries of each book of 
the Physics and of On Generation and Corruption, with several engraved 
diagrams pasted in.



The list of the College’s students gives the names of all those in the lower and 
upper classes in physics and logic; from this, the compiler of our manuscript, who 
gives his name as ‘Meurant’, can be identified as Nicolas François Meurant of 
Hornu in Belgium, who in 1702 was in the lower physics class.

The volume is an appealing example of the interaction of print and manuscript 
in a student’s notebook.  Meurant acquired a sixteen-page summary of the 
contents of the Physics and On Generation and Corruption, clearly printed for the 
student market, had it disbound, and each leaf then inserted at the appropriate 
place within his manuscript.  His notes to On the Heavens incorporate engraved 
diagrams pasted within the text, including illustrations of the cosmological systems 
of Ptolemy, Copernicus, and Tycho Brahe, and of eclipses.  



Don’t pick your nose or throw fish bones

5.  BENEDET, Giuseppe.  La journée d’une jeune demoiselle ou recueil 
de 165 articles les plus propres à lui apprendre les meilleurs principes 
d’éducation dedié à Madame la Comtesse Félicité Galleani d’Agliano ... 
compilé par J. Benedet maitre-écrivain et de langue française attaché au 
Collège r. de Novare.  Milan, Jacques Pirola, 1829.

8vo, pp. x, 65, [5]; the dedication and foreword in cursive and civilité, main text in roman; 
a little wear to corners, some edges dusty; a very good, uncut copy in contemporary blue 
wrappers; some wear and creasing to edges.                                                                  £650

Very rare first edition in French of this educational courtesy book for young women by 
the Novara-based teacher Giuseppe Benedet.

Benedet’s general precepts encourage religious devotion, cleanliness (although dressing 
and washing should not exceed fifteen minutes duration), respect for elders, and politeness, 
and, more amusingly, warn girls against scratching their head, picking their nose, sneezing, 
spitting, pulling faces, being nosy, telling lies, or writing in the dust on someone else’s dirty 
furniture.

In other chapters, Benedet covers: morning prayers, Mass, confession, and communion; 
manual work (including sewing); schooling (encompassing religious instruction, grammar, 
geography, history, and mathematics); dancing, music, and drawing; appropriate behaviour 
at table (forbidding the throwing of fish bones on the floor and excessive consumption of 
wine); visiting others (warning against touching books without permission); and walking in 
public.

Pirola issued an Italian version, La giornata d’una giovane damigella (also very rare), in the 
same year.

No copies located on OCLC or Library Hub.  Only two copies recorded on OPAC SBN.



A father and son at Cambridge

6.  [BENN, Anthony, and Charles Anthony BENN.]  William 
NICHOLS, William MAYLAND, and Josiah GROOM, 
photographers.  Photographic portraits of Cambridge students, 
with a later album of newspaper cuttings.  Late 1850s–early 
1900s.  

4to album (c. 300 x 255 mm), ff. [80], containing 42 albumen prints (including 
34 portraits, several vignetted or cut to oval, 9 mounted and blind-stamped 
‘W. Nichols’, 2 mounted and blind-stamped Mayland, 1 signed Mayland in 
the negative, 1 carte de visite with photographer’s credit J. Groom, 8 other 
subjects of which 4 after art or engravings), ranging from c. 104 x 76 mm 
to c. 184 x 134 mm, mounted portraits loosely inserted into cut corners of 
the album pages, other prints mounted directly on the album page; very 
occasional spots, generally clean interior; bound in half roan with brown 
cloth-covered sides, renewed marbled endpapers; some wear to extremities.  

[with:]
Folio album (c. 380 x 280 mm), pp. [6], 100 (majority blank), containing c. 135 
newspaper cuttings, both loosely inserted and mounted, dated in manuscript 
in margins, articles occasionally annotated; 3 leaves removed, a little foxing; in 
half roan with red cloth sides, ‘Newspaper Cuttings’ in gilt to upper cover; tear 
and loss to spine.                                                                                              £500

An interesting collection of photographs and newspaper cuttings spanning 
some fifty years, compiled by a father and son during their Cambridge days, 
including a letter of thanks from Trinity Hall for Charles Anthony Benn’s 
endowment to the college, which now funds the Benn Bursary.  

The selection of photographic portraits was compiled by Anthony Benn 
of Emmanuel College (BA 1859), a rowing blue.  The majority are signed by 
the sitters, with Anthony himself appearing in several photographs.  Notable 
Cambridge contemporaries appearing herein include Herbert Snow (later 
Kynaston, 1835–1910), another rowing blue, Senior Classic in 1857, Fellow of 
St John’s, and Professor of Greek at Durham University; and Sir Robert Henry 
Hobart (1836–1928) of Trinity Hall (LL.B. 1859), later MP for the New Forest, and 
Gold Stick Officer at the Coronation of King George V.  Views of the frontage of 
Peterhouse and of the interior of the Wren Library at Trinity also feature.



The newspaper cuttings were apparently complied by Anthony’s son, Charles 
Anthony Benn of Trinity Hall (BA 1890).  A large proportion record Charles’s 
sporting successes in middle- and long-distance running as an athletic blue.  
Beyond the athletics field, his achievements included winning second prize 
for nectarines in the Chippenham Flower Show; the headline ‘Smash on the 
Midland: an express in collision at Kentish Town’ is marked with the date 1902 
and the note ‘I was in it! C.A.B.’.  

In his will, Charles Benn bequeathed property and land to Trinity Hall, the funds 
from the sale of which run the present-day Benn Bursary.  The album includes 
two letters relating to these endowments, one thanking his wife for the cup that 
Benn bequeathed to the college, and another remarking on the generosity of his 
gift in his will, and pondering whether a coat of arms should be arranged in the 
North Court in his honour.  

The photographers William Mayland and William Nichols were both active in 
Cambridge in the 1850s and ‘60s.



Eton binding

7.  [BIBLE, Old Testament, Selections, in 
Latin.]  Selectae e veteri testamento historiae.  
Ad usum eorum qui Latinae linguae rudimentis 
imbuuntur.  Editio nova, prioribus multo 
emendatior.  Eton, M. Pote and E. Williams for F. 
and C. Rivington, Longman and Rees et al., 1801.

12mo, pp. x, 158; some creasing to corners, a little foxing, 
some staining to pp. 46–47; a good copy in contemporary 
sheep, blind-tooled foliate roll incorporating initials ‘JR’ to 
inner borders of covers, four raised bands to spine; a little 
wear to extremities, a few small marks to covers; ownership 
inscriptions of Joseph Woodcock (1805) and two profile 
sketches of heads to endpapers.                                              £350

Rare edition of this collection of graded passages drawn 
from the Vulgate Old Testament for the use of youthful Latin 
learners, printed at Eton by Maria Pote and Edward Williams, 
apparently in an Eton binding.

The selection runs from the Creation to the death of Ezekiel, 
via the stories of Joseph and Tobias, described in the preface 
as ‘very pleasant, and very agreeable to children’.

Maria Pote was the widow and successor of the London 
and Eton printer and bookseller Thomas Pote (d. 1794), and 
established a press at Eton with Edward Williams in 1799.

No copies located in the US and only one in the UK (National 
Library of Wales).



Discounts for  
teachers and libraries

8.  BIGLOW, William.  The New Latin Primer; containing, 
first, Lessons for construing and parsing, which exemplify all 
the Rules of Adam’s Latin Syntax.  Second, Extracts from the 
minor Latin Classics, with literal Translations.  Third, the first 
Part of Lyne’s Latin Primer.  Selected and arranged ...  Third 
Edition ...  Boston, West and Richardson, 1813.

8vo, pp. 250; tear to inner margin of title, some marginal tears to early leaves 
especially pp. 19–20 (without loss), some ink stains, browning, and damp-
staining; bound in contemporary sheep; extremities rubbed; printed label 
of Cummings & Hilliard (1814) to front pastedown; contemporary ownership 
inscriptions of John Daggett, George S. Greene, Henry Willard, and Ashbel 
Willards (1817), modern bookplate to rear pastedown ‘Doggett Daggett’; 
concentric circles drawn to rear cover labelled ‘Index nauticus’.             £475

Third edition (first 1801) of Biglow’s popular Latin primer, with the book 
label of the Boston and Cambridge booksellers and publishers Cummings 
& Hilliard, and with the signatures of several early student owners.

William Biglow (1773–1844) served as Master of Boston Latin School 
– the oldest school in America – between 1805 and 1814, overseeing the 
construction of a new school building during his tenure of ‘nine trying years’ 
(bls.org).  This edition of his Latin primer appeared in the same year as his 
election to the American Antiquarian Society.  The primer built upon the 
earlier work of the Scottish teacher Alexander Adam (1741–1809) and of the 
Cornish vicar Richard Lyne (d. 1834).

The booksellers and publishers Jacob Abbot Cummings (1773–1820) 
and William Hilliard (1778–1836) operated in Boston and Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, between 1812 and 1820.  Their label here advertises books 
and stationery ‘for cash or approved credit’, second hand Latin and Greek 
classics, liberal discounts for teachers and libraries, and printing ‘executed 
with neatness and at short notice’.

The students who have signed their names herein include ‘John Daggett’ of 
‘Attleborough’, Massachusetts.  John D. Daggett (1793–1874), who was born 
in Attleboro and began his career as a locksmith, served as the fifth mayor 
of St Louis, Missouri.





Ridiculing teachers and students

9.  BOETHIUS [Pseudo-].  De disciplina scholarium cum 
notabili commento.  [(Colophon:) Deventer, Jacobus de Breda, 3 
February 1492.]

[bound after:]
BOETHIUS; [Pseudo-] Thomas AQUINAS, commentator.  De 
consolatione philosophie liber cum optimo commento beati 
Thome.  [(Colophon:) Deventer, Jacobus de Breda, 19 March 1491.]  

Two works in one vol., 4to, De consolatione: ff. [174]; [*]6 a8 b–r6 s4 t–z6 A–D6; 
De disciplina: ff. [60]; a–k6, with final blank k6; gothic letter, capital spaces with 
guide letters, first initial supplied later in manuscript incorporating a sketch of a 
head; first title a little dust-stained, some light marginal damp-staining, quire a 
with some staining to text, but good copies; bound in early nineteenth-century 
russia, boards roll-tooled in gilt and blind to a panel design, spine tooled in gilt 
and blind and lettered in gilt, edges speckled blue, marbled endpapers; neatly 
rejointed; inscriptions and monogram of J.  Byers to title (partly obscured), 
inscription ‘Ex Libris Edwardi Irving | 1728’ to title (deleted in ink) and to k5r, 
with extensive notes in English to k5v–k6r, inscription ‘Wm. P. O.S.B’ with notes 
in English and Latin to first title-page, later ink stamps of Stonyhurst College to 
first and last leaves with shelf label to front board.  	 £12,000

Uncommon Deventer edition of a spuriously attributed treatise of advice for 
scholars, alongside Boethius’s famous Consolation of Philosophy.  

The De disciplina was supposed to have been composed by Boethius after the 
Consolation but was actually a medieval invention first recorded in the 1230s.  It 
advises what to study, obedience to one’s teacher, and how to handle servants 
and money, but this is interspersed with episodes of stupidity, violence, and 
mischief, ridiculing both teachers and students.  Both works claim to contain 
a commentary by Thomas Aquinas, but the attribution is now disputed in both 
cases.



‘Situating De disciplina among other serio-comic grammar 
school teaching texts that make use of puerile fantasies, 
explicit sexuality, and ambiguous exempla to teach 
otherwise upright lessons, clarifies the pedagogical purpose 
of its supposedly odd Boethian humor and the acceptance 
that it met ...  For much of the Middle Ages, humor, and often 
transgressive humor, was considered a natural pedagogical 
tool to stimulate interest and memory in the youngest 
scholars’ (Hunter, p.163).  

Both works were printed by Jacobus de Breda, active as a 
printer in Deventer between 1480 and 1518.  The widespread 
interest in Boethius through the Middle Ages and beyond 
meant that his works were constantly in demand; Jacobus 
produced at least five editions of the Consolation and four 
of the De disciplina by the end of the fifteenth century.  

Provenance: 	  
The notes by one Edward Irving at the end of the volume 
contain text in English, beginning ‘O how the Creator of 
Heaven and Earth, who governs the world by an immutable 
law…’, perhaps responding to Boethius’s meditations on the 
tension between divine Providence and man’s free will.  

ISTC lists only one copy of the De disciplina in the US 
(Johns Hopkins), and three copies of the Consolation 
(Newberry, Yale, and the Huntington).

De Consolatione: C 1111; BMC IX 67; GW 4552; Goff B794; 
ILC 418; Bod-inc B-399; ISTC ib00794000; De Disciplina: 
HC 3414; BMC IX 67; GW 4599; Goff B823; ILC 424; BSB-
Ink B-625; ISTC ib00823000.  See Hunter, ‘Boethian humor 
and the Pseudo-Boethian De disciplina scolarium’, in Viator 
46 (2015), pp. 161–179.



Teaching Greek through Latin

10.  BOLZANIO, Urbano [URBANUS BELLUNENSIS].  
Institutionum in linguam Graecam grammaticarum, libri duo …  
Basel, Johann Walder, September 1535.  

Tall 4to, pp. [ii], 472, [6]; printed in Greek and roman types, woodcut devices to 
title and to final verso, decorated and historiated woodcut initials; a few very light 
spots, small area of marginal staining in last few leaves; a very good, clean copy 
in contemporary Swiss calf, roll-tooled in blind to a panel design, manuscript title 
to spine; skilful restorations to endcaps, joints, and corners, a few minor scuffs 
and stains to boards; faded inscriptions to title, final verso, and pastedowns, 
contemporary purchase inscription to rear pastedown ‘emi 15 [?]’ followed by a 
few faded words, some contemporary marginalia to pp. 14–17, modern gilt black 
morocco bookplate to front pastedown, modern collector’s bookplate.        £2000

Basel edition of this popular grammar commissioned and first published by 
Aldus in 1497.  Bolzanio’s full exploration of the Greek language was the first 
book in which the principles of Greek grammar were explained in Latin – after the 
publication of the all-Greek grammar of Constantinus Lascaris.  It was a decisive 
editorial step, which led to this book’s huge contribution to the spread of Greek 
studies in Europe, well beyond the confines of the small group of readers who 
were already somewhat versed in the language.  The publication clearly met a 
widely felt need: it immediately became difficult to get hold of copies (as attested 
in a letter from Erasmus, cited by Renouard, in which the humanist laments 
being unable to obtain the book) and that first edition is still rare on the market.  
Bolzanio, like Pietro Bembo and Giorgio Valla, had been among the enthusiastic 
young scholars who had travelled to Messina in Sicily to hear the Greek lessons 
which Lascaris gave there for decades, until his death, in 1501.  

Zurich-born typographer Johann Walder had, in 1532, married the widow of 
Valentin Curio and taken over the printing workshop.  Walder’s edition of Bolzanio’s 
grammar was based, in the main, on the text printed by Curio in 1524 – with the 
omission of two introductory addresses and a more rigorously selective approach 
to the choice of supporting texts.  A commercial success, it was then reprinted 
in 1539.  

USTC 704436; VD 16 B 6530.  See Botley 145 (1524).





Grammar within a grammar

11.  BUXTORF, Johannes.  Epitome grammaticae Hebraeae, 
breviter et methodice ad publicum scholarum usum 
proposita.  Adjecta succincta de mutatione punctorum 
vocalium instructio, et textum Psalmorumque aliquot 
Hebraicorum Latina interpretatio …  London, Roger Daniel, 
1653.  

8vo, pp. [xii], 2–4, 6–119, [5]; printed right to left; a few pages lightly dust-
soiled at head, occasional light marks, some marginal creasing, front flyleaf 
largely excised; but a very good copy in contemporary English blind-ruled 
sheep sewn on 3 thongs laced in, sixteenth-century printed waste reused 
as endpapers (see below); joints and hinges cracked but thongs holding 
firm, small loss to foot of spine, edges dusty; cancelled sixteenth-century 
inscription to rear free endpaper with ?seventeenth-century note ‘Quicquid 
enim arcanis’, eighteenth-century juvenile manuscript transliterations from 
Psalm 18 to title verso.                                                                                £650

Second edition (first Cambridge, 1646) of Buxtorf’s Hebrew grammar to 
be printed in England, here preserving a fragment of a sixteenth-century 
English-French grammar as endpapers and with a student’s manuscript 
Hebrew transliterations.  

Johannes Buxtorf (1564–1629) was professor of Hebrew at Basel and ‘the 
principal founder of rabbinical study among Christian scholars …  The best 
grammatical work of Buxtorf was the “Praceptiones Grammaticae de Lingua 
Hebraea” (Basel, 1605), later published under the title “Epitome Grammaticae 
Hebraeae” and afterward successively edited about sixteen times by 
Buxtorf’s son and others, and translated into English by John Davis (London, 
1656)’ (Jewish Encyclopedia).  Our copy bears charming – if somewhat 
clumsy – manuscript Hebrew transliterations in a juvenile eighteenth-century 
hand, comprising Psalms 18:33 (‘Hael hamazreni chajil vaijtter tamim darki’), 
Psalms 18:32 (‘Mi Elohah mikbalyade Jehova / umi tzur tzulati Elohenu’), 
and Psalms 18:42–3 (‘Jeshavenu  ve en moshauh al Jehovah velo anam / 
Weiskakem kejaphar al pono ruach ketet cutzor arikom’).



The endpapers reuse a fragment of leaf Ooo1 from a copy of Palsgrave’s 1530 
London-printed Lesclarcissement de la langue francoyse, ‘one of the first grammars 
of the French language’ (Folger Shakespeare Library Catalogue).  The present 
fragment, taken from the grammar’s ‘Table of Verbes’, provides first-person 
example sentences in English as well as French translations and conjugations, 
e.g.  ‘I Humble I meken or make meke / Ie me humilie …’, or the slightly raunchier 

‘I Jape a wenche / Ie fous, nous foutons … foutre …  as for bestocquer, it is but a 
fayned worde, for it betokeneth properly to stabbe or to foyne, also in more coverte 
langage they use je fays cela …’.  

Buxtorf: ESTC R35461 (‘text continuous despite pagination’); Palsgrave: ESTC 
S104266.



Signed by Madame Campan,  
designed by a schoolmistress

12.  CAMPAN, Jeanne Louise Henriette Genet.  ‘Carte de 
contentement donnée par Madame la Directrice.’  Écouen, 25 
January 1809.

Copper-engraved certificate on paper (c. 200 x 250 mm), six lines of engraved 
text completed in manuscript in brown ink, signed ‘Genet Campan’, within ornate 
engraved border, ‘Dessiné par T. A. B. de Balzac Dame Maitresse de la Maison Imp. 
Napoléon’ and ‘Villerey sculp.’ at foot; a few small marks; in good condition, edges 
uncut.                                                                                                                     £650

A rare and appealing prize certificate signed by the noted French educator 
Madame Campan as superintendent of the Napoleonic academy for girls at 
Écouen, and designed by the school’s drawing mistress Mlle de Balzac.

Madame Campan (1752–1822) had a remarkable career, initially as reader to the 
daughters of Louis XV and then as lady-in-waiting to Marie Antoinette.  After the 
storming of the Tuileries Palace and the pillaging and burning of her own home, 
Campan was left almost penniless, supporting herself by establishing a school for 
girls at St Germain.  The success of this institution earned her the patronage of 
Hortense de Beauharnais and, in 1807, the superintendency of the Maison impériale 
founded by Napoleon at Écouen, just to the north of Paris, for the education of the 
daughters and sisters of members of the Légion d’honneur.  Campan remained in 
post until it was abolished at the restoration of the Bourbons in 1814.

This certificate was awarded to ‘Melle A. Richard’ for coming first in arithmetic in 
January 1809.  Pupils at Écouen were arranged by ability rather than age, their 
level indicated by belts of varying colours, that of Mlle Richard being ‘nacarat’, a 
bright orange.

The engraved border by Mlle T. A. B. de Balzac, who taught art at the school, 
features books, music, maps, quill pens, an artist’s palette and brushes, samples 
of embroidery, knitting, and sewing, and kitchen and household utensils, 
encapsulating the school’s curriculum, alongside Napoleonic imagery.

We have located other such certificates at the Musée national de l’Éducation 
(Rouen), and at the Musée national de la Renaissance (château d’Écouen).



13. Catherine the Great



Enlightened education  
in Catherine’s Russia

13.  [CATHERINE THE GREAT.]  BETSKOY, Ivan; 
Nicolas-Gabriel LE CLERC, translator; Denis DIDEROT, 
contributor.  Les plans et les statuts, des différents 
établissements ordonnés par sa majesté impériale Catherine 
II pour l’éducation de la jeunesse, et l’utilité générale de son 
empire ...  Amsterdam, Marc-Michel Rey, 1775.  

Two vols in one, 4to, pp. I: [vi], [2], 160, 42, [2], II: [iv], 160, with an engraved 
frontispiece to each vol., 5 plates (of which 3 folding, the plate for vol.  II, 
p. 109 bound after vol. II, p. 9), and 5 folding tables; engraved device to each 
title, engraved vignettes and head- and tailpieces throughout, one woodcut 
tailpiece; a few minor stains; else a very good copy in contemporary mottled 
sheep, spine gilt in six compartments with gilt lettering-piece, pink silk place 
marker, edges marbled; neatly recornered, a little rubbed, hinges broken but 
joints sound.                                                                                              £3000

First edition in French, translated from the Russian of 1764–7, of Catherine 
the Great’s plans for the Enlightened reform of education in her empire, 
with large engraved plans, tables, and allegorical vignettes proposing a 
striking and compelling vision for the new Russia.  

Influenced by Locke, Fénélon, and the Encyclopédie, Catherine had 
been interested in reforming Russian education since seizing power in 
1762.  The following year she appointed as her chief advisor on education 
Ivan Ivanovich Betskoy, natural son of a Russian prince, who had toured 
schools, universities, and hospitals on his travels abroad and mixed with 
the encyclopédistes while exiled in Paris.  From 1764 he published a series 
of works on Catherine’s planned reforms, collected and first translated into 
French in the present edition. 



‘The emphasis was on the creation of a “new kind of person”, a new generation, 
which could only be achieved by isolating the child completely from the age of 
five to twenty-one from the harmful influences of parents and an illiterate, brutal 
and corrupt society.  Schools were to stress not professional or vocational training 
but the creation of good citizens and accomplished human beings.  Education 
was to be by precept and moral persuasion.  Two years later Betskoy produced a 
continuation of the general plan dealing with the physical aspect of the education of 
children from birth to youth.  These instructions, “selected from the best authors”, 
are extremely modern in conception, with the emphasis on hygiene, simplicity, fresh 
air, loose clothing, well fitting and low heeled shoes etc.’ (de Madariaga, p. 376).  

Among the more pioneering aspects was a refutation of Locke’s support for 
corporal punishment: ‘All forms of beating, apart from the pain, are, in accordance 
with all knowledge of all physical principles, harmful to health’ (quoted in ibid., 
trans.).  

Betskoy’s works were translated into French (for pan-European consumption) 
and published under the supervision of Diderot, who appended a note of his own 
praising Betskoy and Catherine’s reforms.  Seemingly not by Diderot, however, is 
the ‘biting indictment of serfdom’ inserted here as well: ‘it may have been added 
by M. Clerc [the translator], or even by Betskoy.  It must certainly have been known 
to Catherine; it provides an example of the difference between the image of Russia 
presented to Russians and that presented to the West’ (ibid., p. 378 n.).  

Library Hub shows copies at the BL, TCD, Rylands, and UCL only.  

Cioranescu 38333; STCN 306114666.  See de Madariaga, ‘The Foundation of the 
Russian educational System by Catherine II’ in Slavonic and East European Review 
57, no. 3 (1979).



Learning Hebrew

14.  CINQUARBRES, Jean et al.  Linguae Hebraicae institutiones 
absolutissimae, Iohanne Quinquarboreo Hebraicarum 
literarum in academia Parisiensi professore regio, authore.  
Cum annotationibus Petri Vignalii ...  Accessit Gilb. Genebrardi 
...  Tractatus de syntaxi, et poetica Hebraeorum.  Insuper 
Roberti Bellarmini ...  Exercitatio grammatica in Psal. XXXIIII.  
Et alphabetum rabbinicum ad calcem grammatices ...  Paris, 
Guillaume Le Bé, 1609.  

4to, pp. [20], 184, 32; text in Latin and Hebrew, the Exercitatio grammatica with 
its own title-page and pagination, engraved initials and headpieces; occasional 
light damp-staining, a few small ink marks; a good copy in contemporary limp 
vellum; worn and marked, losses to spine and to fore-edge of lower cover, lower 
hinge split; the Hebrew alphabet written to upper cover, annotations in Latin 
and Hebrew in a neat contemporary hand to c. 110 pp., ownership inscription 
to title-page ‘Majoris monasterii congregationis S. Mauri 1694’.  	 £1850

A thoroughly annotated copy of Jean Cinquarbres’s popular Hebrew 
grammar, formerly in the possession of the Benedictine Congregation of St 
Maur.  

Cinquarbres (d. 1587) served as professor of Hebrew and Syriac at the Collège 
de France, where he was a highly regarded and popular teacher, his works on 
the Hebrew language running through several editions.  

The Maurists, founded in 1621, enjoyed a high reputation for scholarship.  The 
ownership inscription here implies that this copy belonged to their chief house 
of St-Germain-des-Prés in Paris.  The annotations in Latin and Hebrew are by an 
attentive student of the Hebrew language and attest to their steady progress; 
they include a particularly close study of the Hebrew text of Psalms 1 and 34.  

USTC 6010709. 





Colour coaching

15.  COULERU, Mr.  Nouveau cours élémentaire de 
coloris et d’aquarelle suivi de considérations sur 
la peinture orientale par Couleru accompagné de 
sujets variés, dessinés par Jullien, Hubert, Victor 
Adam, etc. noirs et coloriés.  Paris, A. Bouret for 
Monrocq frères, [c. 1860].

Oblong album (c. 235 x 310 mm), pp. 8, with 13 lithographed 
plates (7 hand-coloured, 1 partly hand-coloured); tissue guard 
facing title foxed, text pages browned, some light foxing to plates; 
a good copy in contemporary pebbled black cloth, covers with 
borders embossed in blind; extremities rubbed; contemporary 
ticket to front pastedown ‘Articles de peinture L. Latouche 34, r. 
de Lafayette’.                                                                             £275

Uncommon edition of this guide for young artists on using 
watercolours, with six sets of matching facing plates, those on 
the left professionally hand-coloured, and those on the right 
left blank for the student to colour in themselves.

Mr Couleru’s introduction takes the learner through mixing 
colours, making size and gum, and using watercolour and sepia; 
gives advice on painting landscapes, figures, flowers, animals, 
and birds; and ends with some simple tips for ‘jeunes personnes’: 
start with pale shades which can be darkened if necessary; take 
inspiration from nature; and keep your paper clean.

The frontispiece provides a striking visual guide to colours and 
shades, while the plates depict rural landscapes, including Chillon 
Castle on Lake Geneva, and locales around Caen and Quimper.  
In this copy, a novice watercolourist has begun colouring in the 
uncoloured plate of a Swiss cottage, attempting the green of the 
vegetation but proceeding no further.

Two copies traced in the UK (BL, Cambridge UL) and three in 
the US (Getty, Princeton, University of Delaware).





Grammatically Greek, literally Latin

16.  DIOMEDES; Aelius DONATUS; Johann CAESARIUS, editor.  
Grammatici opus, ab Iohanne Caesario, ita emendatum, scholiisque 
illustratum, ut nulla porro labes insideat.  Item Donati de octo orationis 
partibus, et barbarismo libellus, ad eodem recognitus.  Hagenau, Johann 
Setzer, 1526.

[bound with:]
GLAREAN, Heinrich Loriti.  De ratione syllabarum brevis isagoge, qua nulla magis 
succincta esse poterit.  Recognita iam ab eius authore.  Basel, [(colophon:) Johannes 
Faber of Emmich, 1526].

[and:]
ERASMUS, Desiderius.  De ratione studii, ac legendi, interpretandique autores libellus 
aureus … Officium discipulorum ex Quintiliano …  Concio de puero Jesu …  Expostulatio 
Jesu ad mortales …  Carmina scholaria.  [(Colophon:) Strasbourg, Johannes Hervagen, 
April 1524.]

[and:]
HEGENDORPH, Christoph.  Methodus conscribendi epistolas, antehac non aedita.  
Dragmata locorum tam rhetoricorum, quam dialecticorum, una cum exemplis, ex 
optimis quibusque Autoribus depromptis.  [Cologne], [(colophon:) Hero Fuchs, 1527.]

Four works in one vol., 8vo, I: ff. [8], 208; title within woodcut border incorporating printer’s 
device, woodcut initials, text in italics with sections in Greek; II: ff. [16]; a–b8 (last leaf blank); 
III: ff. 31, [1 (blank)]; IV: ff. [24]; a–c8; title within woodcut border with medallion portrait 
of Virgil, woodcut initials; light damp-staining to start of volume, but very good copies; 
bound in late seventeenth-century English mottled calf, spine gilt in compartments, edges 
speckled red, endleaf with partial watermark of a horn within a cartouche (Churchill 315, 
seventeenth century), eighteenth-century paper shelf-labels to head and foot of spine (the 
shelfmark also written in ink to inside lower cover); binding a little rubbed, short splits to 
joints; nineteenth-century armorial Macclesfield bookplate, with earlier paper shelflabels 
to spine, and armorial blindstamp to first two leaves.                                                    £1250

A sammelband of four early sixteenth-century Latin grammars, from the Macclesfield 
Library at Shirburn Castle.  The first work comprises two fourth-century Latin grammars, 
of which one is a rare complete survival from antiquity; this is bound with three early 
sixteenth-century schoolbooks on grammar and letter writing. 



Diomedes was writing for a Greek audience, most likely for students aiming for a career in imperial 
Roman administration; his grammar was probably composed in 370–380 AD, and based partly on 
the grammars of Charisius and Donatus, and using other grammatical sources now lost, including 
Suetonius and Varro.  One section of his text explains Latin words that do not conform to Greek 
models; there was a theory, proposed in the first century BC, that Latin was a dialect of Greek.  
This is one of several grammars edited by Johann Caesarius (c.  1468–1550), a teacher of Greek 
in Cologne and elsewhere; one of his pupils was Heinrich Glarean (1488–1563), the author of the 
second work in this volume.  Both Glarean and Caesarius were close acquaintances of Erasmus, 
author of the third work, who dedicated his Latin translation of Gaza’s grammar to Caesarius.  

Hegendorph (1500–1540) was a Protestant scholar and admirer of Erasmus; a prolific author, his 
manual on writing letters was first printed in 1522 and regularly reprinted thereafter (despite the 
claim on the title-page, ‘antehac non aedita’, this is not the first edition).  

I: USTC 637623; VD16 D 1844.  We have located four copies in North America: the universities of 
Toronto, Illinois, Wisconsin, and Indiana.  II: USTC 631213; VD16 L2663.  We have located just one 
copy in the UK (Glasgow), and none in the US.  III: USTC 631250; VD16 E 3552.  We have located 
just one copy in the US (Columbia) and four in the UK (St David’s, Sheffield, Cambridge, and Lambeth 
Palace Library).  IV: USTC 674875; VD16 ZV 7539.  We have not located any copies in the US or UK.



‘Knowledge is like a friend’

17.  DUGOUR, Antoine Jeudy; Nikita  Ivanovich  BUTYRSKY, 
translator.  Рҍчь о дҍйствıи просвҍщенıя на состоянıе народовъ …  
[‘Speech on the effect of education on the state of the people’].  
St Petersburg, Imperial Academy of Sciences, 1826.

4to, pp. [4], 28; pages 3–5 slightly loose; a very good, clean copy in contemporary 
plain blue wrappers; small abrasions to lower wrapper.                                         £450

Very rare Russian translation of a rousing speech in defence of education delivered 
on 20 May 1826 at Saint Petersburg Imperial University by its rector Antoine Jeudy 
Dugour (1766–1840) in his native French.

Dugour had a remarkable career, initially as a successful publisher and teacher in 
Paris.  After emigrating to Russia in 1804, he served as professor and librarian at the 
University of Kharkov, and after taking Russian nationality in 1812, spent a decade as 
rector of Saint Petersburg Imperial University (1825–1836).  He published numerous 
historical, sociological, and ethnographical works on Russia, often under the name 
‘Degurov’ or ‘de Gouroff’.

Here Dugour presents education as the foundation that sustains a state, and ignorance 
as the inseparable companion of cruelty and barbarity.  He speaks with pride of the 
educational work of the university of St Petersburg and of the ministries of the Russian 
government in encouraging the learning of languages, in promoting the education of 
women and children, and in fostering progress in numerous branches of science and 
industry.  Education should be accessible to all, he argues, to unite Russia’s millions 
into a single family under a benevolent Tsar.  Only ‘false education’ leads to violations 
of public order and wellbeing, and ‘where is the reckless government that would allow 
its spread?’.  Parents should have no fear: students at St Petersburg will be ‘enriched 
with the knowledge necessary for meritorious service to the Lord and the fatherland’; 
it is ignorance not education that leads to revolution.

Dugour’s speech was published simultaneously in French as De l’influence des 
lumières sur la condition des peuples (St Petersburg, 1826).  This Russian rendering is 
by Nikita Butyrsky (1783–1848), poet and one of the first professors at St Petersburg 
University.

Only one copy traced on OCLC, at Warsaw University Library.  The French edition is 
also rare (no copies located in the UK or US).



Language learning through play

18.  ERNST, Theodora.  Miss Theodora Ernst’s French 
Conversation Cards.  Copyright 1897 by Miss T. Ernst.  Price 50 
Cents.  New York, William R. Jenkins, [early 1900s].

50 printed cards (c. 76 x 45 mm) comprising one card with title and imprint 
to recto and ‘Rules of the game’ to verso, one card with a set of ‘Familiar 
expressions’ pasted thereon, and forty-eight cards with a single-line question or 
answer; light marks and abrasions to one card, in very good condition; housed 
in the original pale pink pull-off lid box, title pasted to one side; slightly worn 
and marked.                                                                                                      £475

Rare set of cards for improving one’s French conversation skills, promoted as 
‘a novel and pleasing way of studying the French language’ with ‘two hundred 
useful words’.

After distributing the twenty-four question and twenty-four answer cards 
equally among the players, the first player would call out a question to which 
their neighbour was required to give a suitable reply; if unable to do so, the 
opportunity passed to the next player.  The winner was the first to dispose of 
all their cards.    

One can imagine the giggles arising from ‘Qu’avez-vous dans votre poche?’ – 
‘Embrassez-moi, et je vous le dirai’.

No copies traced on OCLC or Library Hub.



19. Eton College



School grounds

19.  ETON COLLEGE.  Manuscripts relating to the College’s estate 
in Blakenham, Suffolk.  c. 1539–1715.

6 documents on paper, in Latin and English, folio (c. 310 x 200 mm), comprising a 
total of 84 pp., neatly written in various hands; some creasing, marginal tears, and 
occasional stains, but in good condition overall; unbound, housed in a red cloth 
clamshell box, gilt black morocco lettering-piece (‘Eton MS.’) to front.          £1500

A very interesting small archive relating to Eton College’s historic land holdings 
in Blakenham in Suffolk.

‘The manor of Blakenham, co. Suffolk, appears in the original endowment of the 
college, and the grant was confirmed by Edward IV in 1467.  It had previously been 
part of the lands of the Abbey of Bec.  From the middle of the sixteenth century 
onwards there was continual uncertainty and dispute over the exact bounds of the 
college estate at Great Blakenham’ (Eton College Collections Online Catalogue).

The documents gathered here – recording names, property ownership, and rents 
– relate to various surveys of the Blakenham estate undertaken in 1539, following 
the dissolution of the monasteries; 1592, by a Mr Holland; 1681, by a Mr Clarke; 
at the beginning of the eighteenth century, by Richard Pupplett; and in 1709, by 
commissioners appointed by the Court of Exchequer.

The latest item comprises notes and a letter written by Stephen Weston (1665–
1742), a master at Eton from 1690, a fellow from 1707, and vice-provost from 1721 
to 1725, ‘an able classical scholar, and a hardworking and successful schoolmaster’ 
(ODNB).  His notes, recording the names of tenants, their land holdings, and 
rents, from the fifteenth to the seventeenth century, derived from court rolls, is 
accompanied by a letter to an unnamed recipient complaining of the lack of reliable 
records: ‘It has cost me some time in searching for more, than these poor remains, 
without effect.’  In 1724, through the influence of Sir Robert Walpole, whom he had 
taught at Eton, Weston was appointed bishop of Exeter.

NB these documents are sold subject to the Manorial Documents Rules and may 
not be exported from England and Wales.



Contents:

[SURVEY OF 1539.]  ‘Johannes Bakon tenet ... unam peciam terrae in Blaknam 
...’  c. 1539.  Manuscript on paper, in Latin and English, pp. [29], written in black 
ink in a single hand, up to 35 lines per page; creased, some marginal tears and 
damp-staining.

[SURVEY OF 1592.]  ‘In Hollands survey A[nn]o 1592 are the following parcells 
of ye College of Etons demesne lands.’  c. 1700.  Manuscript on paper in 
English, pp. [3], written in black ink in a single neat hand, c. 35 lines per page, 
endorsement; creased, small marginal tears.  A list of land holdings with rents 
and marginal comments e.g. ‘note they have taken out of this to make a new 
road’; ‘these wee cant finde’.  

[SURVEYS OF 1539, 1592, and 1681.]  ‘In survey taken of the demesne lands 
belonging to the College of Eton lords of the mannor of Blakenham super aquam 
A[nn]o 1539 ...’  c. 1700.  Manuscript on paper, in English and Latin, pp. [9], 
written in black ink in a single neat hand, c. 40 lines per page, endorsements; 
creasing, small stains.  Notes drawn from surveys of 1539, 1592, and 1681 
regarding various pieces of land belonging to Eton.

[SURVEY.]  ‘A new survey taken of the demesne lands & estate belonging to the 
College of Eton as lords of the mannor of Blakenham super aquam in Suff. as the 
same was actually made by Mr Richard Pupplett of Ipswich with the assistance 
of Mr William Minter of Tuddenham ...’  c. 1700.  Manuscript on paper, in English, 
pp. [17], neatly written in brown ink in a single hand, c. 38 lines per page, in a 
wrapper carrying further notes and an endorsement; some creasing.

[TERRIER.]  ‘The Colledge farm and lands as sett out and described by 
comissioners in pursuance of a commission & order of the Court of Exchequer.’  
[1709].  Manuscript on paper, in English, pp. [15], neatly written in brown ink in 
a single hand, c. 40 lines per page, with the names of the commissioners at the 
end (‘C. Felton, Anth. Wroth, John Eldred’), endorsed ‘Blakenham fair cop. of 
certificate’; creased, a few small tears.

WESTON, Stephen.  ‘Blakenham super aquam’.  1715.  Autograph manuscript on 
paper, in Latin and English, pp. [11], written in brown ink in Weston’s neat hand, 
c. 35 lines per page, endorsements; some creasing.  The first ten pages detail 
land holdings, the last is a letter from Weston to ‘Sir’ dated ‘E[ton]. C[ollege]. 
Augst ye 4th 1715’.



Learning by example

20.  FERRI, Giovanni.  Discours sur les principes de l’education 
lycéenne, prononcé à l’inauguration du Lycée d’Angers, par J. L. 
Ferri de St Constant, proviseur; et imprimé d’après le voeu du 
bureau d’administration du lycée.  Angers, Frères Mame, 1806.

8vo, pp. 48; clean and crisp throughout, in the original printed wrappers; slight 
chip at head of spine, and upper cover with some light dust marking, but still a 
very good copy.  	 £225

Only edition, rare, of this speech by the Italian writer and educationalist 
Giovanni Ferri de St Constant (1755–1830), on the inauguration of the Lycée 
at Angers.

Ferri, who worked in France before the radicalisation of the Revolution led to his 
exile in England, returned to France with the arrival in power of Napoleon, and 
became rector of the University of Angers in 1811.  His success in this role led 
to his being appointed to a similar position at La Sapienza in Rome, where he 
was tasked with reforming the university’s courses of study along the lines of 
the French system. 

In the present Discours, dedicated to Hugues Maret, Ferri discusses the benefits 
of the lycée system established under Napoleon in 1801, explaining the evolution 
of French education and the founding principles of the lycée, and reflecting on 
the purpose of education in the modern age, the necessity of banning ‘l’injustice 
et la dureté des maitres, [et] la tristesse et l’oppression des enfans’; children 
should learn by simple methods and by example. 

OCLC records only the BnF copy.



Infants’ encyclopaedia

21.  [FORMEY, Jean Henri Samuel.]  Definiciones y elementos 
de todas las ciencias.  Obra util para la educacion de la juventud.  
Traducida del Frances por D. Miguel Copin.  Adornada con 
láminas.  Barcelona, Sierra y Martí, 1825.

8vo, pp. [2], iv, 215, [5]; with woodcut frontispiece and 10 woodcut plates; a 
few light marks to title; a very good copy in contemporary patterned calf, gilt-
lettered red morocco spine label, yellow edges, marbled endpapers; slight wear 
to extremities.                                                                                                    £250

Rare later edition of this Spanish translation of Abrégé de toutes les 
sciences à l’usage des enfans by the German educator and contributor to the 
Encyclopédie Jean Henri Samuel Formey (1711–1797), illustrated with eleven 
plates.

Arranged in question-and-answer format, the text guides the young reader from 
religion to heraldry via, inter alia, meteorology, medicine, music, mathematics, 
architecture, the royal houses of Europe, the seven wonders of the ancient 
world, and mythology.  A chapter on the history of printing is accompanied 
by a plate illustrating a press, a compositor, printed sheets hanging on lines, 
and books on shelves.  A Spanish bias is evident in chapters on Spanish trade 
and on el Escorial (‘the eighth wonder of the world’), which is illustrated on an 
accompanying plate.  The other plates depict the seven wonders, Roman gods 
and goddesses, escutcheons and crowns.

No copies of this edition traced in the UK or US.



Emulating female educators

22.  FUMAGALLI, Ambrogio and Marcello MAZZONI.  
Biblioteca morale dell’adolescenza ossia scelta raccolta 
di aneddoti, novelle, favole, vite, viaggi e commedie per 
l’educazione del cuore ...  Milan, Tipografia Rivolta [vols II and III: 
Angelo Bonfanti], 1830 [–1831].  

Three vols in one, 8vo, pp. xv, [1 (blank)], 143, [1 (index)]; viii, 148, [1 (index)], 
[3 (blank)]; [viii], 148, [1 (index)], [3 (blank)]; sporadic light foxing, a few marks; 
a very good copy in contemporary roan-backed boards with green paper sides 
and vellum tips, edges speckled blue, flat spine lettered directly in gilt; some 
wear to extremities and rubbing and discolouring to covers.                              £500

Rare first and only edition of these moral tales, fables, and plays for 
adolescents – several by women and translated from English or French – each 
volume respectively dedicated to the British-Italian artist Maria Cosway RA, 
director and founder of a girls’ convent school in Lodi; Lilla Viale, head of a 
women’s educational institute in Milan; and Irene Mosso (née Manganini), 
director of the Collegio di educazione femminile in Milan.  

The Crema-born English professor and translator Mazzoni (1801–1853) spent 
time in London to hone his English and translated Byron’s Manfred into Italian 
in 1832 and a selection of Byron’s poems in 1836, and was the compiler and 
translator of Fiori e gloria della letteratura inglese (1844), featuring works by 
Byron and Shelley in facing Italian translation; he was also the author of an 
1836 guide to Milan for English-speaking tourists.  Little is known of Fumagalli, 
but he translated several works by Sir Walter Scott into Italian in 1830.  Maria 
Cosway founded an educational institution for girls at Lyons and later at Lodi, 
the Collegio delle Grazie, at the suggestion of the Duke of Lodi; she was director 
until her death in 1838, and was named Baroness of the Austrian Empire in 1834 
for her contributions to education.



The translators’ fascination with English literature is evident: two works by Maria 
Edgeworth are represented (‘Gli orfanelli’ being a translation of ‘The Orphans’, 
and ‘Perdona e dimentica’ a translation of ‘Forgive and Forget’).  There is also ‘A 
Friend in Need’, which appeared in a miscellany by John Aikin in 1796, and ‘The 
Faithful Servant’, a story about an Irish noblewoman who helped James II during 
his French exile which later appeared in the collection of Catholic moral tales 
The Fair Maid of Connaught (1889).  We have been unable to identify the source 
of a story in which a mother tells her daughters, Caroline and Eloise, about the 
adventures of Captain Snelgrave in Africa, but it was likely also translated from 
English.  

No copies traced on OCLC or Library Hub.  OPAC SBN finds a single copy, at 
the Biblioteca statale del Monumento nazionale di S. Scolastica in Subiaco, to 
which we add another, at the Österreichische Nationalbibliothek.  

On Mazzoni, see Passano, I novellieri italiani in prosa II (1878), p. 436.



Revised to include  
the United States

23.  GADESBY, Richard.  A new and easy Introduction to 
Geography, by Way of Question and Answer, divided into 
Lessons.  Principally designed for the Use of Schools.  Consisting 
of a Description of all the known Countries in the World; 
of their respective Situations, Divisions, Mountains; Rivers, 
principal Cities and Towns, Forms of Government, Religion, &c.  
Likewise several useful Problems of the Terrestrial Globe, with 
an Explanation of the Vicissitudes of the Season.  To which is 
added a new geographical Table ...  Second Edition, improved 
and enlarged.  London, for the Author, and sold by S. Bladon, 1783.  

12mo, pp. 191, [1 (advertisement)], with a folding plate showing the position of 
the earth and the sun at the four seasons; a very good copy in contemporary 
sheep, joints cracking slightly; signature of Thomas Hanmer dated 1787 on front 
endpaper.  	 £550

Second edition, very rare, published following the success of the first edition 
(1776) and its use ‘in many principal boarding schools, particularly those for 
young ladies’.  Gadesby, ‘private teacher of writing, accounts, geography, 
&c.’, laments the neglect of geography, a very necessary science to anyone 
interested in the transactions of the world and the different events which 
happen in times of war or peace.  

In the edition of 1776 lesson 66 was given to British America, covering Canada 
and the colonies from New York to Georgia.  The present edition adds a new 
chapter on the United States and covers changes in possession in the West 
Indies resulting from the ‘late wars’.

ESTC lists four editions, all rare: 1776 (BL, Bodley, NLS), this one (BL only), and 
editions of 1787 and 1792, both in single copies.



A grand Greek grammar

24.  GAZA, Theodorus.  Grammatica introductiva; De mensibus; 
Apollonius Dyscolus: De constructione; Herodianus: De numeris.  
[(Colophon:) Venice, Aldus Manutius, 25 December 1495.]  

Folio, ff. [198]; [a]α–lλ8 a8 b10 AΑ–LΛ8 MM4; Greek text with title and preface in Latin, 
large woodcut initials and headpieces; title slightly soiled and with skilful paper 
repair to lower outer corner, very lightly washed and pressed with a few very 
skilful marginal repairs, small rust hole to first three leaves (touching headpiece 
and one character), but a very good, wide-margined copy; nineteenth-century 
brown morocco by Francis Bedford (front turn-in signed in gilt), boards panelled in 
blind and gilt with gilt floral corner-pieces, spine gilt in compartments and lettered 
directly in gilt, edges gilt; very slightly rubbed at extremities; nineteenth-century 
armorial bookplates of William Horatio Crawford of Lakelands and John Vertue, 
Bishop of Portsmouth to front pastedown.                                                   £45,000

A beautiful example of early Greek printing, containing the editio princeps of 
the grammar of Theodorus Gaza, and one of the first texts to be printed entirely 
in Greek.  

Theodorus Gaza arrived in Italy from the Byzantine Empire around 1440, teaching 
Greek in Mantua, Ferrara, Rome, and Naples, and translating Greek texts into 
Latin, in particular the works of Aristotle.  He probably composed much of his 
grammatical treatise while teaching in Rome in the early 1450s; it was widely 
distributed in manuscript from the 1460s onwards, reaching England, Paris, 
Louvain, and Germany by the 1480s.  It proved particularly successful in England, 
where numerous manuscripts were produced before this first printed edition.  

Compared with earlier grammars, Gaza sought to simplify grammatical structures; 
he also arranged the text so that the simple material in the first book was then 
expanded in greater detail for the second.  Alongside the grammar, Aldus 
included Gaza’s treatise on the calendar as well as a work by the second-century 
grammarian Apollonius Dyscolus and a text on Greek numerals attributed to the 
second-century writer Herodian.





Unlike other Greek grammars in circulation at this time, the 
text was solely in Greek (except for the preface by Aldus), 
and it was printed in a larger format, which was reflected in 
its initial purchase price, higher than, say, the grammar of 
Constantinus Lascaris which had been issued in a quarto format 
earlier in 1495, with the text in both Greek and Latin.  These 
grammatical texts were in keeping with Aldus’ programme 
of Greek publications, designed to enable scholars to learn 
enough Greek themselves to read the Greek texts of Aristotle, 
Theocritus, Theophrastus, Athenaeus, and Aristophanes that 
were soon to appear from Aldus’ press.  

Provenance:
1.  From the library of William Henry Crawford (1815–1888) 
at Lakelands House, Blackrock, Cork.  He ‘is remembered … 
for his magnificent generosity to the intellectual and cultural 
institutions of his native city’, particularly as a benefactor of 
Queen’s College Cork and its library (DIB).  The sale of his own 
library in 1891 raised £21,254, more than any previous Irish 
collection.  His sale, Sotheby’s, 17 March 1891, lot 1329, £2 2s 
to Quaritch for:

2.  John Gennadius (1844–1932), Greek ambassador to 
London and the foremost collector of Greek books; omitted 
from his sale, Sotheby’s 28 March 1895.  

3.  John Vertue, Bishop of Portsmouth (1826–1900), appointed 
the first Roman Catholic Bishop of Portsmouth in 1882.  

HC 7500*; BMC v 553; GW 10562; Goff G110; ISTC ig00110000; 
Aldo Manuzio tipografo 5; Botley, appendix I: 16; Renouard 
4/2. 



First steps in Hebrew

25.  [HEBREW.]  Lexicon Hebraicum Anthologiae viri clariss. Johan. Bern. De-Rossi Parmae ann. MDCCCVII editae accomodatum in 
usum theologiae candidatorum episc. seminarii Cremonensis ...  Cremona, fratelli Manini, 1822.

8vo, pp. 64, [1 (errata and addenda)], [1 (blank)]; printers’ device to title, text in Latin 
and Hebrew; a few light marks, a little creasing; a very good copy in contemporary 
boards covered with pink paste paper; a little wear to extremities.                    £350

Uncommon first edition of this beginner’s Hebrew lexicon for theology students 
studying at the episcopal seminary in Cremona.

The work was intended as a companion volume to the Perbrevis anthologia Hebraica 
(Parma, 1807) of the eminent Italian Hebraist Giovanni Bernardo De Rossi (1742–
1831), which had provided a short selection of passages from the Hebrew Bible 
suitable for beginners.

Following a few grammatical notes, the lexicon runs from ‘אב pater’ to ‘תועבה 
abominatio’; passages on Hebrew numerals and pronunciation complete the work.

No copies located in the US; three copies are recorded on Library Hub (BL, 
Cambridge UL, University of Leeds).



A student’s Horace

26.  HORACE.  Quinti Horatii Flacci poemata, novis scholiis 
et argumentis ab Henrico Stephano illustrata.  Eiusdem Henr. 
Stephani diatribae de hac sua editione Horatii, et variis in eum 
observationibus.  [Geneva, Henri Estienne, 1574.]  

8vo, pp. [xvi], 135, [1 (blank)], 134, [2 (blank)], 112, [22], [2 (blank)]; woodcut 
printer’s device to title, woodcut initial and headpieces, ruled in pale red; inner 
margin of title worn and reinforced affecting a few characters, occasional 
light damp-staining and small marks, but overall a very good copy; bound in 
contemporary calf, central arabesque lozenge blocked in gilt to boards with the 
initials ‘I’ and ‘B’ lettered in the centre, edges gilt; rebacked, superficial repairs to 
leather, endbands lost; interlinear and marginal annotations in a contemporary 
hand to c. 125 pp. with a 3 pp. manuscript index in the same hand to the final 
blanks, some underlining, a few marks in red and blue crayon.  	 £1950

First Henri Estienne edition of the works of Horace, with his marginal scholia 
and appendices, this copy with annotations by a late sixteenth-century 
student providing a running commentary on the Odes and Epodes.

The near-contemporary marginalia are written in a rapid cursive, suggesting 
that they were taken down from lectures.  They explain vocabulary as well as 
mythological, historical, and geographical references within Horace’s text, e.g. a 
note explains the word ‘coniurata’ in Ode I.15; another clarifies the reference to 
‘Antium’ in Ode I.35 (‘Antium est fortunae templum famosissimum …’); a long 
entry on tripods, with reference to the Iliad, appears beside Ode IV.8; and there 
are glosses on the Alps, cornucopiae, etc.  There are frequent references to 
other classical writers, in particular to Virgil’s works, as well as to later authors: 
to Alciato’s Emblemata, Muret’s Variae lectiones, and Erasmus’s Adagia, for 
example.  Our student has also created an index to their own annotations, 
running A to O on the final blank pages from ‘Acroceraunia’ to ‘de Olympico 
pulvere’.  On one page (p. 85) they appear to have washed one of their own 
annotations.

USTC 450695; Renouard, Estienne 142; Schreiber, Estiennes 193. 





Retail bookkeeping

27.  HUTTON, Charles.  The School-Master’s Guide: or, a complete 
System of practical Arithmetic, adapted to the Use of Schools.  To 
which is added, a promiscuous Collection of Questions, and a 
Course of Retail Book-keeping.  The second Edition …  Newcastle 
upon Tyne, printed by J. White and T. Saint, for R. Baldwin ... London, 
1766.

8vo, pp. [4], vi, [2], 191, [1 (errata)]; title-page slightly toned, wormtrack towards 
end catching a few letters in the ledger section, else a good copy in contemporary 
sheep, rebacked.                                                                                                   £850

Second edition, very rare, of Hutton’s popular schoolteacher’s textbook, adding 
a synopsis of Roman notation, a collection of mathematical questions, and an 
appendix on retail (single entry) book-keeping.

The son of a colliery overseer, Hutton (1737–1823) took over his local school in 
Jesmond near Newcastle in 1756 while attending evening classes in mathematics 
in Newcastle.  By 1760 he was able to open his own ‘writing and mathematical 
school’ in Newcastle.  ‘Hutton established himself as one of the most successful 
mathematics teachers of the region.  His syllabus was orientated towards applied 
mathematics – bookkeeping, navigation, surveying, dialling, and so on.  Pupils at 
the local grammar school were sent to his mathematical lessons, and among his 
students was Robert Shafto of Benwell Hall, who made available to Hutton his 
rich mathematical library’ and to whom The Schoolmaster’s Guide is dedicated.  
‘In 1766 Hutton began a course intended for mathematics schoolmasters, to be 
attended during the Christmas holidays.  This course was probably based on The 
Schoolmaster’s Guide (1764), Hutton’s first publication’ (ODNB).

Hutton went on to obtain the chair of mathematics at the Royal Military Academy; 
among many publications, his Course of Mathematics (1798–1801) was widely 
reprinted and translated.  After his retirement from the Academy in 1807 he settled 
in Bedford Row, a stone’s throw from Quaritch’s current premises. 

The first edition of The Schoolmaster’s Guide had appeared in 1764 (two variant 
issues, 1 copy each in ESTC – Cambridge and British Schools Museum); this 
second edition is known in two copies, at the Bodleian and Michigan only.





Jesuit education

28.  [IGNATIUS OF LOYOLA, Saint; Juan Alfonso de 
POLANCO.]  Regulae Societatis Iesu.   Rome, in collegio 
Rom. eiusdem Societat., 1607.

[bound with:]
[ACQUAVIVA, Claudio.]  Ratio atque institutio studiorum 
Societatis Iesu.  Rome, in collegio Rom. eiusdem Societat., 1606.  

Two works in one vol., 8vo, pp. [48], 296, [2 (index)], [6 (blank)]; [8], 169, [31 
(index)]; titles within woodcut architectural border with portrait of Ignatius of 
Loyola and Jesuit device; small loss to fore-edge of pp. 201–2 of first work, old 
repair to corner of last leaf of second work, occasional foxing and browning; 
overall a very good copy in contemporary vellum, manuscript title at head of 
spine in later hand; a few marks, some wear to endbands.                                    £750

Later editions of two fundamental Jesuit texts, the famous Rules of the Order, 
and the influential Ratio studiorum detailing the system of Jesuit education.  

The Regulae (first published in 1580) encompass admission to the Society, care 
for the sick, food and drink, sermons, sleeping arrangements, the dead, alms, 
spiritual exercises, doorkeepers, books and library keepers, the education and 
examination of novices, missionary activity, women, pilgrims, punishments, 
working in the provinces, writing, and temptation, among many other topics.  
The Ratio (first published in 1599) covers educators and their assistants, the 
teaching of scripture, Hebrew, scholastic theology, casuistry, philosophy, 
mathematics, rhetoric and grammar, and examinations and prizes.  

1. Sommervogel V, 103; USTC 4032851; Library Hub records three copies in the 
UK (BL, Bodleian, St George’s Chapel library).  2. Sommervogel I, 488; USTC 
4033963; Library Hub shows four copies in the UK (BL, Bodleian, Durham 
University, Hereford Cathedral). 



Piedmontese pedagogy

29.  [ITALIAN LANGUAGE.]  A sammelband of grammars and 
primers.  Turin, 1864–1874.

Nine works in one vol., 8vo; a little wear to uncut edges, some toning and 
browning, a few stains; good copies, cased in eighteenth-century vellum over 
boards, original gilt-lettered spine label; a little marked and worn; manuscript 
list of contents to front flyleaf in a contemporary hand.                                £575

A set of rare editions of Italian grammatical works for all ages, from infants 
to adults, by some of Piedmont’s most important pedagogues, only one 
recorded on OCLC and none on Library Hub.

Several are by Giuseppe Borgogno (1820–1892), a prolific writer of elementary 
textbooks and the editor of L’Osservatore scolastico, one of the most widely 
distributed Italian teacher training periodicals of the nineteenth century.  
Included here are the first and second editions of his Nuovo sillabario, a primer 
‘for the use of children in nursery school and the first year of primary school, and 
of adults in evening and holiday schools’.

Also present here is a Sillabario by Vincenzo Troya (1806–1883), intended 
specifically ‘for the instruction of illiterate adults’.  Troya was for many years a 
central and innovative figure in the Piedmontese educational landscape.

Other important writers represented are Giovanni Scavia (1821–1897), a 
promoter of female education whose texts were reprinted into the twentieth 
century; Cipriano Mottura (1816–1883), tutor to the future Queen of Italy, 
Margherita of Savoy; and Giovanni Parato (1816–1874), editor of the influential 
periodical La Guida del maestro elementare italiano.

Contents:

1.  BORGOGNO, Giuseppe.  Nozioni di grammatica italiana proposte alle classi 
elementari superiori ed alla prima classe tecnica ...  Edizione decimasesta.  Turin, 
G. B. Paravia, 1874.  Pp. 88; browned.  Not on OCLC or Library Hub.

2.  BORGOGNO, Giuseppe.  Prime nozioni di grammatica italiana proposte alle 
classi elementari inferiori ...  Adottate da molti consigli scolastici e nelle scuole 
della città di Torino.  Edizione riveduta e stereotipa.  Turin, G. B. Paravia, 1874.  
Pp. 40; browned.  Not on OCLC or Library Hub.



3.  SCAVIA, Giovanni.  Nozioni di grammatica italiana ad uso delle classi elementari 
superiori ...  183a ristampa.  Turin, T. Vaccarino, 1871.  Pp. 108; woodcut device to 
title; a few marks; ownership inscription of Carlo Turchiarelli at head of title.  Not 
on OCLC or Library Hub.

4.  [ANON.]  Sillabario e prime letture per le scuole rurali.  Undecima edizione.  
Rome etc., G. B. Paravia, 1871.  Pp. 40; woodcut headpiece, various typefaces; ink 
stains to title, toned; ownership inscriptions of A. Tartaglia and G. Lanza to title.  
Not on OCLC or Library Hub.

5.  BORGOGNO, Giuseppe.  Nuovo sillabario secondo il metodo di scrittura e 
lettura contemporanea ad uso dei bambini dell’asilo infantile, della prima classe 
elementare inferiore, e degli adulti nelle scuole serali ...  Turin, G. B. Paravia, 1873.  
Pp. 35, [1 (blank)]; woodcut vignette to title, various typefaces.  Not on OCLC or 
Library Hub.

6.  BORGOGNO, Giuseppe.  Nuovo sillabario secondo il metodo di scrittura e 
lettura contemporanea ad uso dei bambini dell’asilo infantile, della prima classe 
elementare inferiore, e degli adulti nelle scuole serali e festive ...  Seconda edizione 
riordinata.  Turin, G. B. Paravia, 1874.  Pp. 36; woodcut vignette to title, errata slip 
pasted to title verso, various typefaces.  Not on OCLC or Library Hub.

7.  TROYA, Vincenzo.  Sillabario proposto ... alle scuole serali e festive per 
ammaestramento degli adulti analfabeti.  Turin, G. B. Paravia, 1864.  Pp. 32; various 
typefaces.  Only one copy on OCLC (University of Turin); not on Library Hub.

8.  [ANON.]  Sillabario per i bambini della prima classe elementare sezione inferiore 
... 137a edizione.  Turin, T. Vaccarino, 1869.  Pp. 22, [2]; woodcut vignette to title, 
full-page woodcut to last page showing a teacher and children; some creasing to 
corners, some light staining to first and last pages; ownership inscription to title of 
Michele Cristiano.  Not on OCLC or Library Hub.

9.  MOTTURA, Cipriano, and Giovanni PARATO.  Il piccolo sillabario degli adulti 
estratto e compendiato dal sillabario italiano completo per C. M. e Giovanni Parato.  
Seconda edizione.  Turin, Sebastiano Giordana, 1867.  Pp. 31, [1]; borders to title 
and last page, vignette to last page; some creasing to corners, some staining to 
first and last pages.  Not on OCLC or Library Hub.



30. Jarrett



Costume cut-outs

30.  [JARRETT, Dudley.]  ‘History Templates’.  [England, 
c. 1934].

Ten handmade figurines (c. 190 x 100 mm) die-cut from reused plywood, 
hand drawn and painted in various colours, each with a loose green 
wooden stand neatly captioned in black ink; with seven associated cuttings 
from The Teachers World, dated between April and August 1934; in good 
condition.                                                                                                    £275

A colourful set of figurines intended to teach children about historical 
costumes, made from designs by Dudley Jarrett, and with accompanying 
instructions and templates from The Teachers World.

The figurines are, in chronological order: a Norman at the time of the 
Conquest; a Norman bishop of the early 12th century; a peasant woman of 
1300; a lady in the reign of Henry VI; a gentleman at the time of Henry VIII; 
a lady in outdoor costume of the reign of James I; a gentleman early in the 
reign of Charles II; a lady in a walking dress of 1778; a lady at the beginning 
of the 19th century; and a mid-19th-century postman.

The accompanying instructions from The Teachers World begin as follows: 
‘Dudley Jarrett’s outlines of historical types of various periods can be made 
into admirable templates by means of which pupils can make copies in 
their exercise or drawing books and colour according to the key given by 
the artist ...  Alternatively the teacher can make copies by tracing.’  The 
Teachers World, to which Enid Blyton was a significant contributor, was 
distributed widely through British schools in the 1920s and ‘30s.

Jarrett (1894–1980) made his name as a commercial artist and illustrator for 
the likes of London Transport.  He illustrated several children’s books, and 
designed book jackets for publishers including J. M. Dent, Longmans Green 
& Co., and Oxford University Press.



Almanacks as  
educational tools for tots

31.  [JUVENILE.]  Il piccolo Carlo, o novelle e conversazioni 
della prima infanzia.  Besançon, [Antonio] Montarsolo e Comp., 
[c. 1830].  

8vo, pp. [vi], 155; engraved frontispiece and title, 3 full-page engravings, the 
second signed ‘Rambert’, slightly foxed, and a little toned at edges, but a good 
copy; bound in contemporary roan-backed boards with marbled sides, spine in 
gilt ruled compartments, title lettered in gilt directly to second compartment; 
somewhat scuffed and rubbed at edges; with presentation inscription in Italian 
to Georgiana Martin, from her father, dated 9 May 1837.  	 £450

Very rare Besançon-printed edition of these moral tales for children framed 
within the context of a parent–child dialogue, our copy presented by a father 
to his daughter.  

The first fifty-seven pages, in infantile speech, introduce young readers to 
parts of the body, natural phenomena, animal sounds, and more, in the form 
of discussions between the young Carlo and his parents: he plays games of 
peekaboo, learns to share and to gently stroke the family cat, observes worms, 
snails, and butterflies in the garden, plays pretend with his father, and is 
comforted after hitting his head on a table.

His mother then takes out her almanack for the year, using it as an educational 
instrument for the young Carlo.  She first describes the seasons before 
providing immersive, month-by-month descriptions in which Carlo sees lambs 
born in April and picks the first violets of the season; eats fresh strawberries 
from the garden in June; and observes the vendemmia on a distant hill in 
September.  By December, his mother believes that he has learnt enough to 
read on his own, and introduces the moral tales which follow: ‘Here is a new 
book I’m giving you as a gift.  The stories in this one are a little bit longer.  All the 
tales are about boys your age.  Some are good, and some are bad.  You will see 
how happy and well-liked the good boys are, and how hated and unhappy the 
bad boys are.  I am sure, my dear Carlo, that you will imitate the good so that 
you can be as happy as they are’ (p. 56, trans.).



Located less than fifty miles from Switzerland 
and less than 220 miles from Italy, Besançon 
had been an important hub for Genoese 
trade since the sixteenth century, and large 
communities of masons emigrated from Savoy 
in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, 
and from Ticino in the first half of the nineteenth; 
waves of migration from Italy continued well 
into the twentieth century.  

Provenance:
Presentation inscription to title ‘Georgiana 
Martin, dal suo carissimo Padre’, dated 9 May 
1837.  

OCLC finds only three copies, two in the 
US (attributed to c. 1800), at Simmons and 
the Free Library of Philadelphia, and one at 
the BnF.  ICCU records only one copy, at the 
Biblioteca comunale Carlo Negroni in Novara.  
Not in Library Hub.  

On the Italian community of Besançon, see 
Spagnoli, ‘La longue histoire de la presence 
italienne à Besançon et son influence sur la 
ville’, in Quaestiones Romanicae VIII (2020), 
pp. 264–271. 



Provincial primer

32.  [JUVENILE.]   Preliminary Lessons on the History of England, originally compiled for private Use, and now adapted to the junior 
Classes in English Schools of both Sexes.  The seventh Edition.  Taunton, J. Poole, 1821.  

12mo, pp. 70; woodcut vignette to title; some spotting, damp-staining to front free 
endpapers; a good copy in contemporary green roan-backed boards with marbled 
sides; spine worn with some loss, sewing loose in places, boards rubbed.        £125

Later edition of this uncommon Taunton-printed sketch of English history for use 
in primary schools, which first appeared in 1809.

After brief notes on Julius Caesar, the Saxons, and notable pre-Conquest kings, the 
book offers a short overview of the character of each monarch from 1066 to George IV, 
the principal events in their reigns, their accomplishments, and their vices.   The 
author was not afraid of expressing his opinion: Charles II was ‘as fond of absolute 

power as the rest of his unhappy family’, while James II was ‘a bigot to the Romish 
religion … and naturally cruel.  He lost his kingdom for the sake of his religion, and 
seems possessed of no one good or pleasing quality’.  

The work concludes with an outline of the British constitution and the role of 
parliament, the great offices of state, and the legal system.  

All editions are rare: the present one is recorded by Library Hub at the V&A and BL 
only, while no other edition is held by more than two libraries.  The latest edition we 
can locate is the twelfth of 1836, also at the BL. 



33. La Fontaine



Fable playing cards

33.  [LA FONTAINE, Jean de.]  Grand jeu des Fables de 
La Fontaine avec figures coloriées.  [Paris, c. 1810.]  

25 numbered hand-coloured engraved cards (each 110 x 70 mm), versos block-
printed on a green ground (see  below); a few minimal marks, card  1 lightly 
toned, but an excellent set; preserved in its original pink paper slipcase with 
hand-coloured engraved title and illustration; slipcase worn and neatly repaired; 
old paper label to slipcase verso.  	 £3500

A very uncommon set of educational cards containing fables by La Fontaine, 
each with a hand-coloured illustration, the backs block-printed in green 
with the silhouettes of various animals, including bison, elephants, rhinos, 
giraffes, goats, and cats.  

A popular educational game, players were required to throw dice and tell the 
tale of whichever of the twenty-five fables they landed on.  A similarly titled 
card game was produced at the same time featuring Aesop’s fables.  

The set was printed as a single sheet, with three rows of seven cards and, 
on the bottom row, the engraved title for the slipcase and two cards printed 
horizontally on each side; the block-printed design on the versos was evidently 
added before the sheet was dissected, with the silhouetted animals rotated 
through 90° on the final four cards.  

A rare survival.  Sets are recorded at Yale and at Williams College.  

Rochambeau 1899 (as an uncut sheet); Zaepffel, Apprendre encore les Fables 
de La Fontaine: Itinéraire de la fable ésopique illustrée dans la pédagogie 
française (1500–2020) (2025), pp. 222–223, and Annexe 12, reproducing the 
uncut sheet of the cards of Aesop’s fables.  



Unrecorded Mexican imprints

34.  [LATIN.]  Advertencias y preceptos utiles, con veinte y dos 
epístolas de Ciceron y dies y seis fábulas de Esopo, para la clase 
de menores.  Monterrey, Francisco Molina, 1841.

[bound with:]
NEBRIJA, Antonio de.  Construcciones de las reglas de generos 
y preteritos.  Sacadas del Arte esplicado de Nebrija.  Monterrey, 
Francisco Molina, 1841.  

12mo, Advertencias: pp. 34, Construcciones: pp. [2 (blank)], 71, [1 (blank)]; a little 
browned, a few minor stains, minor worming affecting a handful of characters, 
else very good copies; bound in modern sheep-backed boards with marbled sides, 
spine gilt in compartments and lettered directly in gilt; early ownership inscription 
‘Mi dueño Gertrudis Treviño’ to final leaf verso, a few pencil doodles.             £750

Two unrecorded Latin primers provincially printed in Monterrey, with extracts 
from Cicero’s Epistolae and Aesop’s fables.  

The first work – originally published in Mexico City in 1720 and reprinted in a 
dozen or so editions thereafter, all very rare – consists of a brief summary of the 
Latin parts of speech followed by extracts drawn from the letters of Cicero and 
the fables of Aesop.  The second, adapted from a mnemonic poem by the great 
Spanish humanist Nebrija, gives rules for the gender of nouns and the formation of 
the perfect tense and supine.  Both were intended for young pupils.  

Francisco Molina, who issued both works, was printer to the Mexican government 
from the 1830s under both the First Republic and the Centralist Republic, publishing 
a number of official documents and declarations in Monterrey, many of which 
survive only in single copies.  In the year before the publication of both our works 
Monterrey had briefly formed part of the breakaway República del Río Grande.  

Our copy of the Construcciones was evidently owned by an early female student, 
one Gertrudis Treviño, perhaps of the prominent Nuevoleonese family of that 
name.  

Not in OCLC; not in Palau (cf. 2923 for earlier editions of the Advertencias). 



Education in the home:  
bound by a master calligrapher

35.  [LE GUERCHOIS, Madeleine d’Aguesseau, Madame.]  
Avis d’une mere a son fils.  Paris, Desaint & Saillant, 1743.  

12mo in 8s and 4s, pp. [8], 130, [4]; title-page likely a cancel; a little dust-staining 
to title and first few leaves; else a very good copy, uncut, in near-contemporary 
domestic vellum (reused from an earlier binding, seemingly over pre-existing 
boards) decorated in ink by François Nicolas Bédigis, sewn two-up on 2 cords, 
with secondary sewing through every second quire to attach a canvas spine 
lining; manuscript book label ‘Ex Libris Bédigis’ to front pastedown.  	 £1850

A popular work of maternal advice first published in 1708, here in a simple 
vellum binding richly decorated by the master calligrapher François Nicolas 
Bédigis (1738–1814).  

Bédigis, a professor at the Académie royale d’écriture, published several 
calligraphy books, notably L’art d’ecrire (1768), Les agréments de l’écriture 
moderne (1770), and Ars artium (1783).  He is known to have decorated the 
books in his library with distinctive geometric pen-and-ink designs, and – 
although his designs are found also on professional plain vellum bindings – the 
highly unusual and slightly clumsy structure here suggests that Bédigis most 
likely bound (or at least re-covered) books when necessary, to produce a blank 
surface on which to work. 



Lily’s long-lived Latin grammars

36.  [LILY, William.]  A Short Introduction of Grammar compiled 
and set forth for the bringing up of all those that intend to attain 
to the Knowledge of the Latin Tongue.  London, S. Buckley and 
T. Longman, 1738. 

[bound with:]
HAINE, William, editor.  Lily’s Rules construed where unto 
are added Tho. Robinson’s Heteroclites, the Latin Syntaxis, 
also there are added the Rules for the Genders of Nouns and 
preterperfect Tenses and Supines of Verbs in English alone.   
London, S. Buckley and T. Longman, 1736.  

Two works in one vol., 8vo; Lily: pp. [10], 194, [4], woodcut border to title-page, 
woodcut initials, Brevissima institutio with own title-page with woodcut border, 
woodcut royal arms to p. 64, full-page woodcut to last page; Haine: pp. [2], 92, 
[2], title-page within woodcut border, text in two columns; marginal browning 
at beginning and end of volume, title-page of first work slightly creased, some 
bifolia to first work unopened, some creasing to fore-edges at end of second 
work; else very good copies bound in eighteenth-century sheep, blind double 
fillet border to covers, small centrepieces, two clasps and catches; some 
worming at head of lower joint, small abrasions to covers.  	 £450

Two beautifully printed eighteenth-century Latin grammars ascribed to the 
great grammarian and schoolmaster William Lily (1468?–1522/1523).  

While named after Lily, ‘Lily’s grammar’ is in fact a composite work, with 
contributions by John Colet, Thomas Robertson, and others.  ‘During the 
sixteenth century the grammar was subjected to slight modifications by 
practising schoolmasters, but its basic structure remained intact.  It reigned 
supreme from 1540 to 1757, when a more extensively revised edition …  was 
adopted as The Eton Latin Grammar under the title A Short Introduction to the 
Latin Tongue.  The influence of Lily’s grammar was therefore further renewed, 
extending into the nineteenth century and beyond.  The grammar’s effect on 
English literature was equally great: Shakespeare’s characters quote it verbatim, 
the dramatist John Lyly repeated lines from it, Ben Jonson adapted it, and 
Thomas Fuller complained of being beaten because of it’ (ODNB).

Both works here were printed by Samuel Buckley (1674–1741), a noted linguist, 
and Thomas Longman (1699–1755), founder of the great publishing house.  The 
imprint to the first work proudly boasts of their status as ‘printers to the King’s 
most excellent majesty, in Latin, Greek and Hebrew’.  The handsome title-page 
border to A Short Introduction features representations of the seven liberal arts 
(grammar, dialectic, rhetoric, music, arithmetic, geometry, and astronomy).  The 
woodcut to the last page shows schoolchildren gathering apples from a tree, 
their schoolbooks set aside on the ground.  

ESTC T175242 and T17866.  





Polyglot prayers

37.  [LORD’S PRAYER.]  ‘The Our Father written by the Students 
of the Propaganda Greek and American Colleges Rome.’ [Rome, 
1870s].

Manuscript on paper, in multiple languages, 4to (c. 225 x 180 mm), ff. [50], neatly 
written in ink in various hands and scripts, headings identifying each language in a 
single neat hand matching that of the title-page and the English entry; toned, light 
foxing to a few leaves; very good in contemporary red roan, gilt borders and corner-
pieces to covers, title lettered in gilt to upper cover, spine gilt in compartments, 
gilt turn-ins and edges, cream watered silk endpapers; upper board coming loose, 
extremities worn, splits to joints, upper cover darkened and stained; book-label of 
the ‘Library of the Children of Mary San Francisco’ and bookplate of the ‘Academy 
of the Sacred Heart San Francisco’ to front pastedown.                                   £2750

An impressive display of polyglotism by students of the Greek Pontifical and 
American Colleges in Rome, studying under the aegis of the Propaganda Fide, 
comprising renderings of the Lord’s Prayer into forty-nine ancient and modern 
Middle Eastern, Asian, and European languages, in an appealing variety of 
scripts.

The forty-nine languages are presented as follows: ‘ancient Armenian’; ‘modern 
Armenian’; ‘Syriac’; ‘Curdish’; ‘Turkish’; ‘Arabic’; ‘ancient Chaldean’; ‘modern 
Chaldean’; ‘Coptic (Theban)’; ‘Coptic (Menfitic)’; ‘Tagalican’; ‘Cuffican’; ‘Tartaric’; 
‘Manchurian’; ‘Mongolian’; ‘Arabic Arimoetial’; ‘Brasmanican’; ‘Irish’; ‘Celtic’; 
‘Albanian’; ‘ancient Illyrian’; ‘modern Illyrian’; ‘Netherlandish’; ‘Sclavonic’; ‘Bulgarian’; 
‘ancient Bulgarian’; ‘Rumenian’; ‘Hungarian’; ‘Polish’; ‘Greenlandic’; ‘Icelandic’; 
‘Sweedish’; ‘German’; ‘Swiss’; ‘Norwegian’; ‘Danish’ (using runes); ‘Laplandic’; 
‘Voloffian’; ‘ancient Greek’; ‘modern Greek’; ‘Canarese’; ‘Tamul’; ‘Telugu’; ‘Latin’; 
‘Italian’; ‘French’; ‘Spanish’; ‘Portuguese’; and ‘English’.

While most of the student contributors are anonymous, three Bulgarians give their 
names: Michael Petcow (Slavonic), Daniel Mircew (Bulgarian), and Epiphanius 
Scianow (ancient Bulgarian).  Other named contributors are B. Lucaciu (Romanian), 
Julius Dragosiu (Hungarian), and Alexander Mudryk (Polish).  The Italian entry is 
dated ‘Roma li 24 di 10bre /7[?]’.

The Collegio Pontifico Greco was founded by Pope Gregory XIII in 1577, while the 
American College was established in 1859 with the support of Pope Pius IX.





Deaf education

38.  MACCHI, Innocente.  Alfabeto manuale de’ 
sordi-muti.  [Milan?], 1825.

Single leaf (c. 215 x 274 mm), recto with central engraving 
showing signs for 25 letters of the alphabet (without W) arranged 
in five columns and rows within a decorative frame (c. 130 x 160 
mm), with one line of letterpress text above and one below; some 
tiny wormholes and tracks, small tear to one edge, creases from 
folding; very good.                                                                     £350

A seemingly unrecorded broadside depicting a manual alphabet 
for use in deaf education, drawn and engraved, according to 
the caption, by the ‘deaf-mute’ Innocente Macchi in 1825.

The use of fingerspelling, or dactylology, in sign languages has 
a long history, one-handed representations of the Latin alphabet 
deriving from alphabetic signs used in Europe from at least the 
early fifteenth century.

We have been unable to trace any institutional copies.  A very 
similar example was sold at auction in 2017, also printed in 1825, 
bearing the name of Giovanni Bossi ‘sordo-muto’, who is later 
recorded as exhibiting marble medallions in Milan.



Europe’s academies and universities

39.  MASTAI FERRETTI, Paolino.  Notizie storiche delle accademie 
d’Europa, con una relazione piu’ diffusa dell’accademia nobile 
ecclesiastica di Roma ristaurata dal sommo pontefice Pio Sesto ...  Rome, 
Lazzarini, 1792.

4to, pp. [12], 147, [1 (blank)], [6 (errata)]; 
printed on blue paper, with copper 
engraved papal arms on title-page, and 
head- and tailpieces to dedication (by 
Giovanni Ottaviani); some light browning 
in places, principally to head and seldom 
affecting text, but overall a clean, wide-
margined copy; in contemporary calf, 
boards bordered in gilt, spine gilt with red 
morocco lettering-piece, red edges ; some 
wear to corners and worming and wear to 
spine ends.                                           £750

Scarce only edition, and a lovely copy, 
of this finely printed history of the 
academies of Europe, produced in 
honour of Pope Pius VI’s reestablishment 
of, and support for the Accademia 
nobile ecclesiastica (now the Pontifical 
Ecclesiastic Academy), which had been 
founded in 1701, suppressed in 1764, and 
reopened shortly after Pius’ election in 
1775.

In order to put the restoration of the Roman 
academy into context, Mastai Ferretti 
(1756–1820), who was a canon of St 
Peter’s and the uncle of the future Pius IX, 
offers a brief history of all the principal 
academies (both universities and colleges 
and literary and scientific academies) of 
Europe, arranged by country. He describes 

the origins of the university of Paris and 
of the Académie française, the medical 
faculty at Montpellier, the Royal Society 
and Gresham College, the university of 
Oxford (but not Cambridge), the ancient 
Scottish universities, and universities in 
Prussia, Poland, Spain, and Russia, before 
turning his attention to Italy. Here, he 
describes the various academies of Rome, 
from the Middle Ages through to early 
modern foundations such as the Lincei, 
their roles and members, and the ways in 
which they integrated into Roman society. 
He goes on to sketch the origins of the 
university of Bologna, the Accademia 
degl’Informi in Ravenna, the Errante 
in Brescia, and the Ricovrati in Padua, 
showing the variety in purpose, from 
literary studies to mathematical research, 
that they exhibited.

The final sixty-odd pages are devoted 
to the Accademia nobile ecclesiastica; 
Ferretti describes the role of the academy 
in both priestly education and the study of 
the arts, the organisation of the academy, 
the lives of those who had had significant 
impact on it, and finally its restoration and 
the investment made in it by Pius VI. 

Outside Italy, OCLC records copies 
at Harvard, Yale, BL, BnF, and the 
Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin.



66,666 x 66,666

40.  [MATHEMATICS.]  Libretto d’abaco di nuovo ristampato, e 
dal signor Gerardo de Somma diligentissimamente emendato.  
Aggiuntovi di più nel fine alcune regolette per maggior facilità 
de’ principianti.  Naples, Luca Valiero, [c. 1730s].

8vo, pp. [16]; title and text within frames of type ornaments, woodcut vignette 
to title; some worming and light damp-staining; in a contemporary carta rustica 
wrapper; upper cover wormed and marked; early ownership inscription to upper 
cover ‘Ex libris Josephi ... Arno’.                                                                       £275

An apparently unrecorded Naples-printed edition of these multiplication 
tables for children.

The tables – which advance from 1 x 1 to 66,666 x 66,666 – are followed by 
practical worked through examples of how to calculate daily and monthly rates 
from a known annual salary, and the price of different measures of nuts, grain, 
and cloth, for example.

No copies found on OCLC, Library Hub, or OPAC SBN.



Latin for everyone

41.  MELANCHTHON, Philipp.  Grammatica … recognita 
et locupletata.  Accessit tractatus de orthographia recens.  
Leipzig, [(colophon:) Ernst Voegelin, c. 1565].

8vo, pp. [22], 552; woodcut printer’s device with coloured wash to title, 
woodcut initials; foot of title-page excised and repaired, occasional 
light foxing and a few small ink stains, small paper-flaw in m7, but a 
very good copy; bound in contemporary German blind-stamped pigskin 
over wooden boards, traces of lettering and labels on spine, two clasps; 
binding a little rubbed, edges and corners rubbed with a few chips in the 
wooden boards, endpapers removed, lacking one strap; the letters ‘I:S:’ 
coloured in red and green with similarly coloured interlaced decoration to 
inside front cover, nineteenth-century inscription ‘F. Schulthess’ to head 
of title, early seventeenth-century manuscript annotations to c. 60 pp. 
with notes and pen trials to the inside rear cover, together with some 
ink underlining.                                                                                      £950

An uncommon edition of Melanchthon’s Latin grammar, in a 
contemporary pigskin binding with annotations in Latin and German.

Philipp Melanchthon’s Latin grammar was first printed in 1525, a 
textbook composed for the use of his own school, and later editions 
added further grammatical texts by him, on syntax, prosody, and 
orthography.  This edition opens with several prefatory letters, the 
last of which is dated 1540, between Melanchthon and his friend and 
colleague Joachim Camerarius; between them they were responsible 
for the organisation of the German educational system in the sixteenth 
century.  Although Melanchthon was keen on good Latin style, the aim 
of his educational programme was to provide ministers and theologians 
with a good working knowledge of Latin, rather than humanist scholars 
or the children of the aristocracy.

This copy has been annotated in a late sixteenth- or early seventeenth-century 
German hand in Latin, with regular underlining and NB marks in the margins, 
with occasional page references.  The sections that were of particular interest 
to this reader were the first twenty or so pages of basic information, and the 
separate sections on syntax and (to a lesser extent) prosody.  A few pages have 
been annotated by an earlier hand (pp. 463–469), with notes in German rather 
than Latin, including some interlinear translations.

An uncommon edition: we have located one copy in the US with the same 
colophon and dated to 1569 (Trinity Lutheran Seminary, OH) and none in the 
UK.

VD16 M 3385 (listing two copies, ÖNB and LMU Munich only); this edition not 
found in USTC.





Picus = ein Specht

42.  MELANCHTHON, Philipp.  Elementa latinae grammatices 
recognita ab autore (Syntaxis … emendata & aucta ab autore).  
[(Colophons:) Leipzig, Nickel Schmidt], 1538.

Two parts in one vol., 8vo, ff. [80]; [39], [1 (blank)]; each title within a different 
woodcut border, the first title with small woodcuts of the arms of Saxony, the 
second title border incorporating the initials and device of the printer; title 
becoming loose, small stain to head of first quire, small tear to foot of A3 with loss 
of a few letters, a few small wormholes in inner margin of first few quires, final 
blank somewhat worn and laid down, but a good copy; bound in later vellum, early 
nineteenth-century manuscript title to upper cover; binding a little discoloured, 
slight distortion of the spine from the removal of a second work, inscription excised 
from front flyleaf; annotations in a few sixteenth- and early seventeenth-century 
hands to c. 106 pp. including a few manicules and some underlining, bookplates 
of St Mark’s Library of the General Theological Seminary, New York.            £1500

An uncommon edition of Melanchthon’s influential Latin grammar, the dominant 
textbook in German education for hundreds of years, with sixteenth-century 
annotations in Latin and German.

Melanchthon devised a grammar book to be used by teachers like himself.  The 
first part of the grammar was first published in 1525 by Kilian Goldstein, another 
Wittenberg teacher, though without the author’s consent.   Melanchthon revised 
the text himself for the 1526 Hagenau edition, and the section on syntax was 
issued separately in 1526, also in Hagenau.  Subsequent editions contained both 
sections, and Melanchthon’s Latin grammar quickly spread across German lands 
and France.  

The annotations in Latin and German, in a few different Germanic hands, provide 
translations of vocabulary and phrases into German (strix, owl, ‘ein nacht vögel’, 
C3r) and glosses in Latin, with explanatory notes about proper nouns and longer 
marginal comments in both Latin and German.  At least one annotator was familiar 
with Greek and with the grammar of Lorenzo Valla (B1v, K6v–7r), as well as the 
works of Virgil and Terence, the latter a particular favourite of Melanchthon’s. 

VD16 M 3358; USTC 648866.  Very rare: USTC lists only two copies, in Zwickau 
and Ravenna, of which the latter is incomplete.





43. Melchior



Plutarchian pedagogy

43.  MELCHIOR, Christian.  ‘Synechia sive summa lectionum 
Plutarchicarum a domino conrectore huius scholae Salderianae 
praelectarum.  Et a me Christiano Melchioris Goltzoviensi Marchico 
observatarum anno MDCXX’.  [Brandenburg an der Havel, 1620.]  

Manuscript on paper, in Latin and Greek, pp.  [84], very neatly written in brown ink in a 
single hand, c. 25 lines per page, chronogram (1620) at foot of title, with 2 pp. of notes in 
a later hand at end signed ‘C.D. Geisler 1735’; a few chips to fore-edges, some losses and 
tears to last leaf.

[bound after:]
THEOGNIS, et al.  Theognidis Megarensis sententiae elegiacae, cum interpretatione 
et scholiis Eliae Vineti. Accesserunt et horum poetarum opera sententiosa: Phocylidis 
… Simonidis … Omnia in usum scholarum collecta … per Iacobum Hertelium …  Leipzig, 
Hans Ramba, 1576.  

Ff.  [184]; woodcut initials, Latin and Greek on facing pages; losses at head of first few 
quires touching text with old repairs, losses at head of title and dedication completed in 
old manuscript, occasional chips to edges, repair at foot of Y7; underlining, numerous 
marginal annotations (some slightly trimmed) in different hands, notes to blank last page.

[and:]
PLUTARCH, and ISOCRATES.  Plutarchi Chaeronei opusculum de liberorum 
institutione.  Item Isocratis orationes tres … Graece et Latine.  Frankfurt an der Oder, 
Nikolaus Voltz for Johann Hartmann, 1603.  

Pp. [2], 170, [4]; woodcut device to title, initials, Greek and Latin in parallel columns; small 
loss to title (repaired) touching a few letters; some marginal and interlinear annotations, 
notes to final blank pages.  

Three works in one vol., 8vo; toned throughout; overall good in seventeenth-century stiff 
vellum, covers and spine filleted in blind, edges blue; joints split but holding, some wear 
to extremities and marks to covers; inscription to front free endpaper ‘C.H. Geisler(?) 1691 
23 Novembr’, ink stamp of ‘A.W.R. Miller’ to front pastedown.                                      £4750

An unpublished early seventeenth-century manuscript recording lectures on Plutarch’s 
pedagogical work On the Education of Children, bound with a scarce printed edition of 
the same text, and a rare edition of the poems of Theognis and other Greek lyric poets, 
each with numerous marginal and interlinear annotations.



Extending over eighty-four pages, the neatly written 
manuscript was compiled by Christian Melchior of 
Golzow from lectures he attended while studying at the 
Schola Salderiana in nearby Brandenburg an der Havel, a 
school founded in the late sixteenth century by Gertrud 
von Saldern.  Attributed to Plutarch (although generally 
believed not to be by him), On the Education of Children 
is an important snapshot of ancient views on the subject: 
‘The invectives against the indifference of parents about 
the education of their children, and their unwillingness to 
pay adequate salaries so as to secure … teachers, may 
have the same familiar ring two thousand years hence’ 
(Loeb edition).  

Melchior’s manuscript begins with a thorough 
commentary on the text, dividing it into thirty-eight 
chapters (as opposed to the modern twenty).  This is 
followed by closer analysis of twenty passages from 
Plutarch’s essay (under the misleading heading ‘Dekas 
dictorum ex Aristologia Plutarchica’) covering, for 
example, drunkenness, happiness, wealth, beauty, 
learning, philosophy, dishonesty, and silence.  The final 
part of the manuscript gives numerous difficult passages 
from the Greek New Testament with Latin translations 
under the heading ‘Exempla difficiliora syntactica ex 
evangeliis et epistolis’, reflecting Melchior’s theological 
interests, in line with his career as a pastor at Golzow.  

The accompanying printed texts, intended for scholastic 
use, contain marginalia by Melchior and an earlier 
annotator, and there are further notes on Isocrates by 
one C.H. Geisler.  

II. VD16 T-877; no copies traced in the UK; USTC notes 
two copies in the US (Columbia University, Harry Ransom 
Center).  III. VD17 15:727112M; no copies traced in the 
US; only the British Library copy on Library Hub.



Coaching on coats of arms

44.  MÉNESTRIER, Claude-François.  La nouvelle méthode 
raisonnée du blason, pour l’apprendre d’une manière aisée; 
reduite en leçons, par demandes, et par réponses ...  Enrichie 
de figures en taille douce.  Nouvelle édition revue, corrigée et 
augmentée.  Lyon, Jacques Lions, 1718.

12mo, pp. [8], 298, [29], [1 (blank)]; with a frontispiece and 32 plates, all with 
later hand-colouring, several in-text woodcuts, a few hand-coloured; tears to 
leaf L1 neatly repaired, some marginal damp-staining, some offsetting from 
hand-colouring to facing pages; a good copy in twentieth-century calf, gilt-
lettered red morocco label to spine, edges red, marbled endpapers; binding 
tight; signature of John Woodward with pencil note ‘arms emblazoned by Dr 
Woodward’ to front flyleaf, gilt red morocco book-label ‘Ex libris W.A. Foyle 
Beeleigh Abbey’ to front pastedown, a few nineteenth-century marginalia in 
ink and pencil, notably to the index and final blank.                                  £275

Uncommon revised and expanded edition of this instructive guide to 
heraldry by the French heraldist and Jesuit Claude-François Ménestrier 
(1631–1705), the plates hand-coloured by the English heraldic authority 
John Woodward.

The text comprises thirty-four graded lessons presented in question-
and-answer format as a conversation between teacher and pupil.  The 
accompanying plates illustrate hundreds of coats of arms, handily indexed 
at the end.  The final lesson, devoted to the arms of religious and secular 
communities, includes a description of the arms of the University of Oxford.

Provenance: John Woodward (1837–1898), author of several heraldic books 
including A Treatise on Heraldry British and Foreign.  William Foyle (1883–
1963), co-founder of Foyles bookshop, who purchased the former medieval 
monastery of Beeleigh Abbey, Essex, in 1943.

Two copies traced in the UK (BL, Society of Antiquaries of London), and two 
in the US (College of the Holy Cross, Getty).





Sulking, and choosing friends

45.  [MOREL DE VINDÉ, Charles-Gilbert Terray, vicomte de.]  
La morale de l’enfance: ou collection de quatrains moraux, mis 
à la portée des enfans, nouvelle édition.  Paris, B. Imbert, l’an VI 
[1797–8].

16mo, pp. [iii]–xvi, 111, [1 (blank)]; lacking half-title, pp. 97–98 misbound out of 
order; some light staining throughout, a few small marginal worm tracks; a good 
copy in contemporary sheep, spine gilt with green morocco lettering-piece, 
edges sprinkled blue; some wear to extremities, small wormholes to joints; 
book-label to front pastedown ‘Relié à Metz, chez Grosclaude ...’, another to 
verso of title ‘Se vend à Metz, chez Devilly ...’, ownership inscriptions to front 
and rear pastedowns, pen trials to p. 96.                                                       £250

A very rare edition of this extremely popular juvenile work by Charles-Gilbert 
Terray Morel de Vindé (1759–1842), comprising the Déclaration des droits 
et des devoirs de l’homme et du citoyen and 366 educational quatrains, this 
copy bound and sold in Metz.

In the preface we read as follows: ‘The author, being greatly concerned with the 
education of his children, long searched for a suitable work which collected the 
most important principles, which posed no danger to their innocence, and which 
united with clarity and simplicity the merit of being easy to remember’ (trans.).  
Finding none suitable, he penned La morale de l’enfance.  A handy subject index 
is supplied at the end, directing the young reader to quatrains on, for example, 
sulking, choosing friends, interpreting a parental look, taking a joke, domestic 
servants, and spoilt children.

This copy was bound and sold in the city of Metz, in the northeast of France, 
by the binder François Grosclaude (1768–1835) and the bookseller Louis-Benoît 
Devilly (1757–1832).

Provenance: given by Catherine Caroline  Thirion (1831–1920) to her future 
husband Joseph Edouard  Berthélemy (1836–1926), and later presented to 
Marie Josephine Berthélemy.

No copies on OCLC.  CCFr records a single copy, at BM Reims.



Libros tibi mittam

46.  [MORELL, Thomas.]  Exempla moralia: or, third Book of new English Examples, to be rendered into Latin, adapted to the Rules of 
the Latin Grammar, lately printed for the Use of Youth.  A new Edition revised.  Eton, printed by T. Pote, 1789.

12mo, pp. 285, [3 (advertisements)]; woodcut Eton coat of arms to title; slight 
creases to lower corners of pp. 175–192, small stain to p. 178, lacking rear flyleaf; a 
very good copy in contemporary sheep, blind-tooled foliate roll incorporating initials 
‘JR’ to inner borders of covers, five raised bands to spine, edges sprinkled red; 
losses to endcaps, wear to corners and edges; early twentieth-century signature to 
front pastedown ‘O.B. Graham’.                                                                                 £200

Uncommon edition of this Eton-printed exercise book on Latin composition, 
attributed to the Eton-born and -educated classical scholar and librettist Thomas 
Morell (1703–1784), seemingly in an Eton binding.

The many English examples gathered here for translation into Latin include: ‘Come, 
my friend, leave low and sordid cares to others, apply your mind to your studies’; 
‘I will send you the books when I can meet with a proper person, whom I can trust 
with them’.

The volume ends with a list of other books ‘for the instruction of youth in classical 
learning’ printed at Eton by Thomas Pote, the son and successor of the bookseller 
and printer Joseph Pote (1704–1787).

Only one copy traced in the US (Case Western Reserve University).  ESTC 
T124739 (recording only four copies, all in the UK).



Take it or leave it

47.  MOUTIER, Antoine-Joseph.  La soirée édifiante, ou 
instruction familière d’un père à ses enfans, ouvrage moral et 
unique en son genre, dédié à la jeunesse ...  Mons, A. Jevenois, 
[c. 1809].  

Small 8vo, pp. 48; printed on blue paper, woodcut fox-and-bird vignette to title; 
title and last page slightly dusty, some creasing to corners; a good copy, bound 
in nineteenth-century diced roan with marbled sides; evidence of earlier stitching, 
two small wormholes to spine, some wear to extremities.                                 £375

Extremely rare first edition of this Mons-printed moral work for young adults by 
Antoine-Joseph Moutier, judge and former mayor of the nearby French town of 
Maubeuge, close to the Belgian border.  

In his introduction, Moutier speaks of the perils facing young people in the 
post-French Revolutionary world: ‘the world is a roaring lion turning incessantly 
around its prey ready to devour it and ... to resist it requires considerable virtues, 
especially for young women’ (trans.).  A good upbringing and education could so 
easily crumble upon a young person’s first steps into a corrupt society.  Luckily 
Moutier comes to the rescue: ‘Fathers and mothers, this little work is perhaps the 
best preservative that one could ever put into the hands of the young to preserve 
their first virtues, or to restore them if they have had the misfortune to abandon 
them momentarily.  This work, as agreeable and amusing as a pretty novel ... 
sprinkled with little stories that one cannot read without shedding tears ... cannot 
fail to please not only young people, but also their parents’ (trans.).

The printer’s preface describes an unusual sales scheme on the part of the author: 
because buyers would likely be unaware of the precise contents of a book ordered 
from a bookseller’s catalogue or from an advertisement in a newspaper, the author 
has decided to provide funds for copies of the books to be loaned out.  Readers 
could order a copy, have a cursory browse, and pay forty centimes if they chose 
to keep the book, or return it to a courier the following day.  The second and third 
editions, both printed in 1809, appeared under the title La soirée amusante.

No copies of this edition traced on CCFr, OCLC, or Library Hub.  Rousselle, 
Bibliographie Montoise 1063.



48. Natural History



Nature studies

48.  [NATURAL HISTORY.]  ‘M. B. Scienze naturali 1881’.  [Italy], 1881.

Manuscript on paper, in Italian and Latin, oblong album (c. 160 x 215 mm), each leaf perforated 
at inner margin, ff. [81] + blanks, very neatly written in brown ink, illustrated throughout with 
fine pencil drawings, several coloured in crayon; small stain to lower edge of text block; in 
contemporary boards covered in recent blue paper; in very good condition.                                   £950

An attractive album compiled by a conscientious Italian student of natural history, filled 
with illustrations, beginning with a carrot and ending with a kangaroo.

Our student moves through the plant, fungi, and animal kingdoms, with fine illustrations 
of leaves and flowers, butterflies and moths, fish, reptiles, birds, and mammals, as well as 
diatoms viewed under a microscope.

Our student’s entry for Quercus sessilifolia, for example, begins as follows: ‘It is a large tree 
that can reach a height of over 20 meters.  Its trunk is covered with brown, cracked bark, 
which is very hard and branched. The scattered leaves are leathery, glabrous ... and deep 
green on the upper surface, pale green on the underside ...’ (trans.).



Oxford outfits

49.  [OXFORD, University of.]  WHITTOCK, Nathaniel.  
The Costumes of the Members of the University of Oxford …  
London, N. Whittock, [c. 1848–1852].  

18mo (113 x 67 mm), ff. [1 (title)], 17, printed on a single sheet and joined 
as a continuous panorama; lithographically printed and hand-coloured, 
printed on rectos only; very small brown stain to lower outer corner, else a 
very good copy; concertina-folded in original dark green cloth boards (final 
leaf pasted to rear board), front board lettered ‘Costumes of Oxford’ in gilt; 
very slightly rubbed.                                                                                 £450

A lovely pocket-sized guide to Oxford academic dress, consisting of 
hand-coloured lithographic illustrations by Nathaniel Whittock, here 
with the Duke of Wellington as Chancellor.  

Nathaniel Whittock (1791–1860) was born in Westminster and between 
1824 and 1828 lived in Oxford, styling himself ‘teacher of drawing and 
perspective, lithographist to the University’.  He resided at 34  Richard 
Street, Islington (the address given here) from 1848 until his death.  He is 
particularly noted for his bird’s-eye views, including one of Oxford.  The 
plates here run from a simple Oxford Scholar, via Commoners, noblemen, 
Bachelors, Masters, Doctors, and Proctors, to the University’s Chancellor.  

According to Library Hub, the work exists in at least two states, one, as here, 
showing the Chancellor with his right hand resting upon a pile of books on a 
table (‘possibly the Duke of Wellington’), and another showing him holding 
a piece of paper in his left hand, without a table (‘possibly Edward Smith-
Stanley, 14th Earl of Derby’).  Wellington served as Chancellor from 1834, 
being succeeded by Derby in 1852.  The hand-colouring here brings out 
the splendour of the ‘Nobleman, dress gown’ and of the Chancellor’s robes 
in particular.  

Cordeaux, Bibliography of printed works relating to the University of Oxford 
1318 (dated to c. 1840).





Poison-free painting

50.  [PAINTING.]  Baby’s Paint Box, Colours free from Poison.  Bébé 
Artiste, Couleurs sans Danger.  [Paris, Bourgeois Aîné, 1870s?].

Hinged box in red card (c. 75 x 115 mm), embossed in blind, containing eight original tablets 
of watercolour paint (purple, pale green, white, orange, brown, blue, red, and dark green) 
mounted inside one lid, each with embossed stamp ‘Couleur sans danger Paris déposée B’, 
on a paper base printed with the words ‘Couleurs préparées avec les substances autorisées 
par le conseil d’hygiène et de salubrité’, with one small paint brush (lacking brush-head) 
on a brass clip, a second missing, a folding lithographic plate (c. 90 x 200 mm) mounted 
inside the opposite lid showing two scenes, each in two states (one hand-coloured and one 
uncoloured); a little spotting; very well preserved; inscription to verso of plate in brown pencil 
in a juvenile hand ‘To my loving ... Anne 1/7/1857’ (sic).                                                       £975

An apparently unrecorded child’s paint set, promoted as poison and danger free, produced 
in Paris by François Alexandre Joseph Bourgeois, founder of Maison Bourgeois Aîné, bearing 
his trademark of a ‘B’ flanked by caducei, registered in 1867.  A remarkable survival, in 
excellent condition.

Bourgeois was something of a pioneer in the production of non-toxic paints in an era when 
arsenic, for example, was routinely used in artists’ watercolours.  His danger-free pigments 
were ideal for children’s paint boxes at a time when parents were becoming increasingly 
aware of the use of poisons deleterious to health in domestic products, including wallpaper 
and fabrics.  The folding plate provides the infant artist with two coloured scenes for copying.

No other examples traced.



Educational inventions

51.  PASQUALI, Luigi.  Nuovo metodo per insegnare ai fanciulli 
a leggere l’italiano, il latino, ed a scrivere correttamente nello 
spazio di un anno, ad uso delle scuole pubbliche, e private ...  
Rome, Ajani, 1819.  

8vo, pp. [1]–36, i–xxx, 37–76, xxxi, 77, xxxii, 78–86, xxxiii, 87–90, xxxiv–xxxv, 91–
106, xxxvi–xxxvii, 107–114, xxxviii–xlii, 115–124, xliii–xlv, 125, xlvi–xlviii, 126–128, 
xlix–l, 129–155, [3]; with five copper-engraved plates, other figures (‘tavole’, one 
folding) included in Roman pagination; paper-flaw to lower corner of title leaf, 
some brown staining to lower gutter margins, occasional marginal tears; a good 
copy, uncut in the original printed pale blue wrappers; some light foxing and 
staining to covers.                                                                                             £650

Uncommon first edition of a ‘new method’ of teaching young children to read 
and write in Italian and Latin, accompanied by illustrations of unusual learning 
implements of the author’s devising, and dedicated to the Nottingham banker 
John Smith Wright (1773–1848).

Luigi Pasquali (1771–1850), a priest from Macerata, condemns the failure of 
teachers – usually ‘an utterly ignorant woman or an uncouth man’ (p. 9, trans.) – 
to sufficiently motivate children at the first and, in his view, most critical stage 
of their education.



Pasquali emphasises the importance of ‘elementary schools’ and argues that it 
is possible to start teaching children to read at the age of three.  He describes 
a ‘machine’ (plate I) of his own invention to facilitate this process: a keyboard 
shaped like a piano which a teacher types to reveal one letter or sound at a time, 
augmenting the number taught per lesson and regularly testing the children.  
His other learning aids include a deck of cards with diphthongs, syllables, 
punctuation, and reading exercises progressing in difficulty; a frame on which 
to suspend the letters of the alphabet and uncover them by pulling strings; 
and a ‘grammafilacio’, a chest of drawers containing cards with characters in 
diminishing font size, then in cursive type, and ultimately in manuscript.

Pasquali’s other pedagogical works include Metodo teorico-prattico per 
apprendersi da fanciulli le quattro operazioni numeriche (1816), and Saggio di 
educazione morale, fisica e civile per i fanciulli dell’uno e dell’altro sesso (1817).

Two copies located in the UK (John Rylands, Taylor Institution) and three in the 
US (Columbia, Newberry, and Princeton).



Moral dramas for minors

52.  PERRIN, Jean Baptiste.  La bonne mère.  Contenant de 
petites pièces dramatiques, chacune précédée de la définition, 
et suivie de la morale, entre la bonne mère et ses deux filles, avec 
des traits historiques, et des anecdotes convenables à l’usage de 
la jeunesse ...  London, B. Law, J. Robson, T. Cadell, and P. Elmsly, 
1786.  

12mo, pp. vii, [1], 314; occasional wear to corners, offsetting from turn-ins to 
margins of title and last few leaves; a good copy in contemporary sheep; spine 
and joints split but holding, extremities worn; signature of ‘Madame de [?]cennes 
1789’ to rear pastedown, small ink stamp of Selbourne Library to verso of title-
page and p. 51.                                                                                                  £300

Scarce first edition of the French émigré Jean Baptiste Perrin’s book of ‘moral 
dramas’ (ODNB), dedicated to Queen Charlotte.

Designed to inspire young readers to virtue, La bonne mère is a collection of 
imaginary dialogues between a mother and her daughters, followed by short 
scenes which ‘illustrate the ridiculousness of vice’.  These vices are nosiness, 
chattiness, avarice, pride, ignorance, vindictiveness, and lying.  A second edition 
followed in 1788, and a third in 1797.

A tutor and author of primarily pedagogical language books, Perrin settled in 
Dublin, where he became involved in Irish nationalist politics.  In 1784 he was 
elected an honorary member of the Sons of the Shamrock, and he allegedly 
supported a republican French invasion of Ireland in the 1790s.  Perrin married 
an Irishwoman, and their son Louis Perrin, born at Waterford in 1782, became 
a judge.

No copies traced in the US.  ESTC T116563.



Musical mentoring

53.  [PRELLEUR, Peter.]  The Compleat Tutor for 
the Harpsichord or Spinnet wherein is shewn the 
Italian Manner of Fingering with Suits of Lessons for 
Beginners & those who are already proficient on that 
Instrument & the Organ: with Rules for Tuneing the 
Harpsichord or Spinnet.  London, Peter Thompson, 
musical instrument maker, [1755?].  

8vo, pp.  [2 (engraved title)], 32 (engraved text and music), with 
a frontispiece (a man playing a harpsichord, by Henry Roberts), 
and a folding engraved plate of the gamut on a keyboard with text 
above and below; frontispiece and title-page window mounted, 
some stains to final few leaves, else a good copy in modern half 
calf.                                                                                              £1250

First edition thus(?), an abridgment of part 6 of Prelleur’s Modern 
Musick-Master (1731) but with different musical examples.  The 
examples, printed on pp. 5–32, include popular tunes and dances 
alongside pieces adapted from Handel and Corelli.

Peter Thompson was active c.  1751–8, succeeded by other 
members of the family through to the end of the century.  There 
was also an edition printed for Thompson’s direct contemporary 
John Johnson, which features a near-identical though entirely 
re-engraved title-page – perhaps they had a partnership in the 
work.  

RISM B/II, p. 140.





Trades for tots

54.  [PRIMER.]  Alphabet des métiers, contenant: 1o De grosses lettres 
... 2o Les mots d’une, deux, trois, quatre, cinq et six syllabes ... 3o De 
petites phrases instructives ... 4o Un petit tableau propre à apprendre 
aux enfans, en lisant, les noms et les usages des principaux métiers 
utiles à l’homme en société, orné de vingt-cinq gravures en taille-
douce ...  Paris, Achille-David Marlin for Locard and Davi, [c. 1835].

8vo, pp. 72; with engraved frontispiece, additional engraved title 
(‘Alphabet des metiers pour les petits garçons et les petites filles bien raisonnables’), 
and 4 plates, all hand-coloured; some damp-staining at beginning, small tear at head 
of title leaf, some wear and creasing to corners, occasional marks, final quire slightly 
browned; overall a good copy in contemporary drab wrappers reusing printed waste; 
stained and worn, spine perished, held with three staples (rusted).                       £650

Very rare edition of this French primer for children with a focus on trades, illustrated 
with hand-coloured plates including depictions of a printer and a binder, issued by 
a female publisher and engraver.

The graded lessons herein move from the alphabet, to syllables, to simple phrases 
(‘J’aime mon papa’) and reading passages.  Then comes the section on trades, one 
for each letter of the alphabet (excepting K, X, Y, and Z), from Artificier (fireworks 
maker) to Vannier (basket weaver), each carefully described, and illustrated on the 
accompanying plates.  Two printers (Imprimeurs) are depicted working a press, and a 
binder (Relieur) is shown seated at a table with books and tools before him, with one 
book in a press and two others on the floor.  The volume ends with a couple of short 
stories, and verses for birthdays and New Year.

The printer Achille-David Marlin was active in Versailles between 1830 and 1837.  
‘Locard et Davi’ was a long-running and successful partnership between the copperplate 
engraver Mlle Marie-Josèphe Davi and the bookseller Jacques Locard.  In 1815 they 
were awarded the titles ‘libraires des gardes du corps du Roi’ and ‘imprimeurs en 
taille-douce de la Sociéte Royale des Sciences de Paris’.  Marie’s daughter Henriette-
Honorine-Françoise Davi Locard would later take up the reins of the business.

No copies located in the UK, and only one in the US (University of Washington).  Le 
Men, Abécédaires, 220.





‘My teacher had great 
difficulty with me’

55.  [PRIMER.]  Nahmenbüchlein zum 
Gebrauche der Stadtschulen in den kaiserl. 
königl. Staaten ...  Innsbruck, Wagner, 1819.

8vo, pp. 78, [2]; text in different typefaces; small stain to 
lower margins at beginning, some light foxing; a good copy 
in contemporary drab boards, spine lined with decorative 
paper; some loss to spine and staining to covers; ink stamp 
to title, inscriptions in Latin and Greek to covers, remains of 
label at foot of spine.                                                         £200

A seemingly unrecorded edition of this primer for Austrian 
schoolchildren, guiding them through the alphabet, 
syllables, different typefaces, and graded reading 
passages.

The readings include descriptions of the five senses, and of 
various trades and professions.  A long passage on pp. 39–53 
is given in Kurrent to instil familiarity with handwriting.

The final passage reads: ‘My teacher had great difficulty 
with me; I want to thank him very much for that, and to try 
to please him by reading well. I will always strive to read 
as he often showed me, so that people can understand me 
correctly and easily’ (trans.).  

No copies of this edition on OCLC or KVK.



Teach yourself sundials

56.  SACHERI, C. C.  Metodo semplicissimo per descrivere 
orologi solari senza maestro col solo servizio del nuovo regolo 
gnomonico con l’aggiunta d’una facilissima regola per avere la 
declinazione del muro, non che per computare le ore di notte 
sul quadrante solare al chiaror della luna opera adorna di tavole 
analoghe ...  Turin, Giambattista Paravia, 1831.

8vo, pp. 52; with one large folding engraved plate with seven figures, small 
woodcut vignette to title, pp. 21–52 comprising tables; a little toning; a very 
good copy in original printed brown wrappers; somewhat worn and rubbed, a 
few small stains.                                                                                                £300

A scarce guide promising mastery in constructing sundials without the need 
for a teacher.

Sacheri – who appears to have been something of a sundial specialist – concisely 
lays out his method with reference to a series of tavole gnomoniche and to a set 
of figures depicted on a handsome folding plate at the end.  He even provides 
the reader with a selection of forty-nine Latin and Italian inscriptions suitable for 
their newly constructed sundial, from ‘Volat irrevocabilis hora’ to ‘A chi son io di 
pro se il Sol mi manca?’.

The publisher’s preface grandly praises Sacheri’s attempt ‘to instruct the 
beginner, without the bother of long and tedious precepts, in all those notions 
that can lead to the most profound and important study of celestial physics’ 
(p. 4, trans.).  

Only one copy located in the US (Linda Hall Library), and two in the UK (BL, 
Museum of the History of Science Library Oxford).





Wilfred Owen’s alma mater

57.  [SHREWSBURY TECHNICAL COLLEGE.]  ‘List of 
Subscribers.  Presented to Arthur Ernest White O.B.E. 
B.A. B.Sc. on his Retirement from the Principalship of the 
Shrewsbury Technical College, after twenty-seven Years of 
devoted Service, as a Mark of Appreciation by Students, past 
Students, Staff, and Friends, July 1941.’  [Shrewsbury, 1941.]

Manuscript on paper, in English, 8vo (c. 250 x 155 mm), ff. [38], written to 
rectos only in a fine calligraphic hand in black, blue, gold, mauve, red, and 
yellow ink, each page within a coloured foliate and floral border, a few small 
corrections, the last page signed by the calligrapher Lilian Griffin and by the 
‘Hon. treasurer of the presentation’ W. E. Medlicott, note to rear pastedown 
transcribing the inscription on a salver presented to A. E. White; in very 
good condition; bound in limp vellum, upper cover with arms of Shropshire 
painted in gold and blue and inscribed in gold ink ‘Difficilia quae pulchra 
Technical College Shrewsbury’, dark blue cloth ties; small crease at foot of 
spine.                                                                                                           £250

An attractive manuscript presented to Arthur Ernest White upon his 
retirement as principal of Shrewsbury Technical College, comprising 
an alphabetical list of students, staff, and friends who subscribed to his 
retirement present in 1941.  White was awarded an OBE in 1938 for his 
services to education.

The subscribers listed here, running from Annie A’Court to Alan Young, 
include the ‘Plumbing class 1940–41’, the ‘Technical College Players’, and 
the ‘Shrewsbury Workers Educational Association’.

Shrewsbury Technical College began life in 1899, its most famous alumnus 
being the poet Wilfred Owen (1893–1918).

The design and calligraphy are the work of Lilian Griffin, whose signature 
appears at the end.





Frenchmen learning  
Chinese in Vietnam?

58.  [SINO-VIETNAMESE.]  ‘朱柏盧家訓 Instructions 
familières du Dr Tchou-Pou-Lou’.  [Vietnam?, late 
nineteenth century.]

[with:]
[—.]  Manuscript lessons and exercises in classical 
Chinese, Vietnamese, and French.  [Vietnam?, late 
nineteenth century–early twentieth century.]  

Manuscripts on paper in Chinese, Vietnamese, and French, two works in 
two vols, folio (c. 320 x 215), ff. I: [30], II: [43]; occasional stains, gnawing 
to edges of c. 15 ff. of second work with loss of handful of characters per 
page; the first work in contemporary pink paper wrappers, manuscript 
title to front cover, the second stitched but without wrappers; wrappers 
soiled and worn, a few leaves of second work loose; housed in a custom 
blue cloth folder.                                                                                £2500

A set of manuscript lessons and exercises in classical Chinese, partly 
unique and likely compiled by Frenchmen in late nineteenth-century 
Vietnam.  

The first volume is in part a paginary scribal copy of Les instructions 
familières du Dr.  Tchou Pô-Lou, a bilingual primer by the French 
diplomat and orientalist Camille Imbault-Huart based on an early Qing 
pedagogical text.  This text, the Zhuzi jiaxun 《朱子家訓》, supplied 
moral precepts on family life for young children in verse form and soon 
became an educational classic.  Imbault-Huart’s edition, published 
at Peking in 1881, adjoined a facing French translation together with 
a vocabulary, commentary, and notes.  The present manuscript 
reproduces Imbault-Huart’s main text and his traduction juxtalinéaire 
but, interestingly, gives Vietnamese rather than Mandarin readings of 
the characters.  Within the same volume are two further Sino-French 
vocabularies, also with Vietnamese readings, and seemingly unrelated 
to the Instructions familières.



The second volume begins with a partial copy in a 
different hand of one of these unrelated vocabularies.  
Then, in this same second hand and a third, the 
manuscript continues with a series of apparently 
unique and unpublished lessons and exercises in Sino-
Vietnamese, again glossed and explained in French.  
These are evidently fragmentary, beginning with the 
‘2e classe’ of Chinese characters and proceeding to the 
‘Septième Leçon’ and beyond, but are nevertheless of 
strong interest.  Particular attention is paid to the origins 
and composition of Chinese characters, with examples 
showing the transition from oracle bone script to regular 
forms and a classification of characters according to their 
make-up (simple, composite, etc.).  The exercises consist 
of individual characters copied out, graduating to short 
phrases thereafter, as well as translations into French.  
Once again, all the character readings are Vietnamese, 
and in the latter pages there are passages in chữ Nôm as 
well as in classical Chinese.  It is unclear if these lessons 
derive from lectures or a written source, or if they were 
composed by the scribes themselves, but all appear to 
be unrecorded.  

Classical Chinese was the written language of Vietnam 
for most of the first two millennia CE, declining only in 
the twentieth century with the French administration’s 
abolition of the Confucian examination system and 
enforcement of the alphabet.  Our manuscripts seem to 
be the work of French officers or missionaries learning the 
local written language in the early days of French rule but 
at the very end of the millennia-long linguistic dominance 
of Chinese in Vietnam.  



Interleaved and annotated

59.  VEREPAEUS, Simon.  Latinae grammatices 
etymologia ad faciliorem quam prius redacta methodum 
...  Editio postrema, cui summa nunc manus addita, et 
idiomate Gallico adaucta, ac brevi explicatione carminum 
ad calcem libri adjecta.  In usum studiosae juventutis.  
Brussels, Philippe Joseph Lemmens, 1770.

8vo, pp. ‘323’ (i.e. 223), [1]; text in Latin, Dutch, and French; small 
woodcut of a bishop to title; title slightly loose, small holes to pp. 109 
and 219, toned, a little creasing to corners; a good copy in contemporary 
vellum over pasteboards, four cloth ties; cut to spine, tear to lower cover 
and upper joint, small hole to upper cover, some marks; interleaved 
throughout, with annotations in Latin and occasional French in a neat 
contemporary hand to c. 95 interleaved pages and to the endpapers, 
ownership inscription to front pastedown ‘Henry Bertrand à St Trond 
1824’.                                                                                                          £275

Very rare edition of this extremely popular Latin grammar by the Dutch 
priest and educator Simon Verepaeus (1522–1598), interleaved and 
annotated by a student.

After studies at Louvain, Verepaeus served as chaplain to the Augustinian 
canonesses of Mount Thabor Convent outside Mechelen, but religious 
troubles forced him to leave for Hilvarenbeek, where he became a 
successful teacher at the local college.  It was here, for use in the school, 
that he compiled his popular guides to Latin grammar and composition, 
which were reprinted well into the nineteenth century.  This edition was 
intended for use by both Dutch and French school children.

The annotations to the endpapers and interleaved pages comprise 
verses taken from Horace and Martial, for example, and from the popular 
school textbook Zodiacus Vitae.

No copies of this edition traced in the UK or US.



On printing, cruelty  
to animals, and slavery

60.  WOOD, John.  Select & original Pieces, written at J. 
Sigston & Son’s Academy, Queen Square, Leeds.  By [added in 
manuscript:] John Wood, June, 1833.  Leeds, 1833.

4to, pp. [38], [2 (blank)]; engraved title with a large vignette of the school, text 
written in black ink in a neat copperplate hand, some pen flourishing and ruling 
in red, c. 13 lines per page; a few light marks, loss and tears to final blank leaf; 
very good; lacking covers, stab stitched.                                                        £275

An appealing collection of prose and verse pieces neatly written out by 
the young John Wood between January and May 1833 while studying at 
J. Sigston and Son’s Academy in Leeds.

James Sigston (1780–1865) was a Protestant Methodist leader, active in local 
radical politics.  He ‘was greatly influenced by William Bramwell, whose Life he 
wrote.  He led a small revivalist secession, the “Kirkgate Screamers”, in Leeds 
in 1803 ... [and] with Matthew Johnson was a leader of the opposition in 
the Leeds Organ Case  in 1827.  He drew up a constitution for the Protestant 
Methodists, was their first President in 1829 (and again in 1833), and opened 
the first Protestant Methodist chapel’ (Dictionary of Methodism).  His Academy 
is depicted here in an attractive engraving to the title.

Wood’s youthful exercises – with spelling and other errors carefully totted up at 
the end of each piece – carry the following titles: ‘Advice to Youth’; ‘February’; 
‘Spiritual Navigation’; ‘Memory’; ‘Art of Printing’ (verses by Constantia Grierson); 
‘March’; ‘Tempest’; ‘Slothful Man’; ‘Stenography’; ‘Crucifixion’; ‘The Resurrection 
of Christ’; ‘Cruelty to Animals’; ‘Skull’ (‘Why choose you in a maze of books to 
stay’); ‘May’; ‘The Rose’; ‘On Cards’; ‘On Slavery’ (taken from William Cowper’s 
Charity); and ‘The Royal Oak’.






